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The great Uſe and Ayailableneſs of Faith , both for the ſupport 
| .” and growth of Saints in times moſt perilous. | 
+ Plainly diſcovering that the want of Faith in the way of Gods 
Promiſes , is the great cauſe of the want of 
Gods Preſence. ; 


With ſeveral Conſiderations for the encreaſe of Faith, thag 
henceforth the Saints may by Faith. ſo drayy nigh unto 
God, and in Faith ſo wait upon God , as with 

gx certainty of receiving from him. | $- 
Whereunto\is added ſomething concerning the great Errour and 
Miſtake of many men concerning the True Chriſt,and hoy 
he is ſaid to be in his People ; with other things very 
neceflary to be known in order to Saints 
refiſting the Temptation of the 
preſent Times. 
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Set forth as ( uſeful for all People, but) eſpecially intended for the 
g004 of ſuch as are returned to the Good Old Way of 'the Lord, 
By MATTHEW CAFFYN of Horſham in Suſſex, 


CI n_——_— —— Wn — Ie c_— 


And it is of Faith, that et miohr be by Grace . Rom. 4. IG. 
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| Chriſtian Reader , 


F=xriOraſmuch as there are many among the number of Prefeſ- 
[Bi 2 fors , that have ſomewhat confiderably laid out them- 
SE ſetves in a Holy purſuit after the more excellent aeprees 
of Chriſtianity , hoth frequently and fervently, ſceking the Lord 
in order thereunto, -whonevertheleſs yet remain ſbort 5 Toh ant 
much below the deſired eſtate, to their great diſſatisfattion, cven, 
ſometimes tending to the begetting ſuch temptations as are of a Very 
dangerous conſequence: Theſe things therefore write [unto you, 
wherehy you may(as ſome already have) come to ſee that there 1s one 
thing yet much lacking,evenFaith.to believe that God ts a grac.ous 
RewaPter of them that ſeek him 5 without which , tis 1mpaſſible 
fo pleaſe God, For though it be true that men have alwayes ſþo- 
ken of, and readily acknowledged , Fatth to be that, which great» 
ly engages Gods grace and goodneſs for their help; yet Oh ! how 
far have men beer: from Irving by Faith indeed , fo as to eftcem 
Gods Promiſes thay A L L mm every condition, andat all times” 
IWhereupon theſe alſo are to direft you unto ſuch enlargedneſſe of 
heart in believing Gods Promiſes , as may with certainty reach 
the prayed-for Bleſſings from God 5 that ſo having ſweet experi- 
ance of Gods Faithfulneſs to your Souls , you may be encouraged 
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' TO_THE.READER. 


7 '> forthe future, and. made able to ſay (with the Saints of old) I 


Wath all certainty) experien- © 
cedby your Souls: TVhich , that you may, ts, and: ſhall be, 


Your Brother in the Lord , 


MATTHEW. CAFFYN. 
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_ . the firſt death; ſuch was the Fathers love, as that he freely 


FAITH 
GODS PROMISES: 


The Saints beſt Weapoa. 

S@N the beginning when God made the Heavens and the 
Ny Earth, it ſeemed good in his fight, to make and or- 
IN ) dain Mankind to be head over all other his Crea- 

FAY tures; to whom he freely gave the glory of Paradiſe 
(a preſent poſlettion of happineſs) which he (during his 
innocency) enjoyed , not as an inheritance firſt obtained upon con- 
ditional terms, but as a free gift, given him of God, without any con- 
dition required of him in order to his firſt entrance thereinto,, 
Gen. 2, 8, 15,16, Which poſſeſſion when he had loft by his trauf» 
orefſion , and thereby made himſelf and all his poſterity fudFX#to 


gave his Son (in dae time) to dye for the world, that is , for 
every man, Heb.2. 9. By means whereof was procured a Re- 
ſurrection of all men from the fiſt death , with the gift of Eter- 
nal life, and glory, 1Cor. 15:22. Mat. 19.14, Which gift of 
eternal ( and more excellent) life, was as freely given to Man- 
kind, now fince his fall, as was that fiſt life of happineſs in 
Paradiſe , before his fall; not upon terms or conditions, nor any 
fore-ſeen Faith in , or works of Righteouſneſs done by the Crea- 
ture ; but meerly, .and alone the goodneſs, and richneſs of grace 
dwelling in God himſelf, moving him thereunto : which life of glo- 
ry all mankind have right to, and are in ſure capacity thereof , du- 
ring their infancy (Wherefore, of ſuch, ſaith Chriſt, Mat. 19, 14. 
is the Kingdom of God) tall by their own perſonal tranſgreſſions they 
procure to themſelves the ſeverity of Gods wraih ; that 1s-, the ſe- 
cond death, which is Eternal, John 3. 19. Rev.20,.14,, Under the 
deſert of which death, all perſons quickly come ; all goes out of 
the way, following the luſts and defies of the fleſh, which. draws , 
and vehemently inclines tots firſt eſtate of preſent pleaſure , eaſe, 
and delight, which mankind enjoyed (while he ſtood in his nat 
$02 | Rn create 
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created eſtate) without thoſe many bolily miſeries which now at- 
tends them, which fleth and blood would fain be freed from ; and 
ſo it comes to pals that in all men,” in one meaſure or other (accor- 
ding to every mans experience) there ariſeth ſuch natural luſts, and 
defires 1n the fleſh, as greatly provokes them to follow after theſe 
preſent things , and too too otten prevails with them to break the 
known Laws of God, that ſomething (like to their firſt enjoyments) 
might be attained : but to follow the preſent glory of this life, ſo 
as to delight in, and love the ſame (though once lawful tor Adam 
in Paradiſe, who undoubtedly might then as well love, delight, and 
take pleaſure therein, as Saints may take pleaſure, and delight in the 
heavenly glory , when in the real poſſeſſion thzreof, though then . 
lawful, yet (I fay) is not now lawful for the poſterity of Adam, 
becauſe God hath now commanded (as in very reaſon *twas meet) 
that mankind, having loſt (by {n) the glory of pretent enjoyments 
(once enjoyable in Paradiſe ) and Chriſt having freely purchaſed a 
more excellent, even, a Heavenly and Eternal glory ; (I ſay) God 
hath now commanded that mankind ſhould peny themſelves and take 
ip a Croſs : that is to ſay,that men ſhould not now follow their own 
natural luſts,- which ſo greatly inclines to this preſent world , .but 
ſhoniMdeny and croſs them , and ſettle their affections and delights 
upon the more excellent eſtate of glory, purchaſed by the Lord Je- 


tus, 2Cor. 5.15. Col.3. 2. And therefore the ſons of men now 


- alone from the purpoſe of his own gracious Will , nothing in man 
be NN, | 
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following the natural luſts of the fleſh , become by nature the chil- 
dren of wrath ; led by the Prince of the power of the Air , who 
alſo irs up them to follow their own luſts and hearts deſires, with 
endeavours (by deceit) to enlarge the ſame; and thus all men go 
out of the way , there is none Righteous, no not one: 

But ſuch, and ſo great was the Fathers love to the world , confi- 
dered thus miſerable, lying under the burthen of their own perſonal 
tranſgreſſions , as that he willed, and accordingly cotamanded (by 
the Lord Jeſus) that the Goſpel ſhould be preached to every Crea« 
ture thereof, Mark 16,15. that is , The Glad-tydings-of the Par- 
don, and Remiſſion 05 their fins, ſo as that whoſoever of the world 
(thus miſerable by reaſon of fin, now repenteth of the ſame) be- 
lieveth and i Baptized, ſhall be ſaved, Ver. 16. But this purpoſe 
of God concerning Election (that is in Engliſh , chooſing out) all 
ſuch as believe to life Everlaſting, was not in the leaſt ariſing from, 
or begotten in God, by , or becauſe of any fore-ſeen Faith in, or 
works of Righteouſneſs done by the Creature ; but meerly , and 


firſt, 


The Saints beſt WWeafon, 7 
firft, or aſt, moving him thereunto ; for she purpoſe of God accordry 
to Eleftioa 15 no; of works , 6»: of him that raliech; I (with the A- 
poltle) bear Witneſs , 'Kom.9, 11, | 

And whereas the glory and excellency of Gods preſence, is ſuch, 
as cannot admit of any unholy or unclean thing ; for that Cauſe his 
Decree of Election or Predeftination, reaches the holy Ones, or the 
number of Believers onely ; and not becauſe God ſaiv any worth or 
excellency in mens Faith, or Holineſs, whereby to provoke him thus 
graciouſly to decree , but according to the good pleaſure of his Will 
(lah the Apoltle) harh he Predeſtiaated ws, (that is in Englith) 
Tore-appointed us unto the « Adoption of Children, Epheſ.1, 5. 

Now waoſo2ver of you (that bear the name of Saints) hearing 
this ſo gracious Coſpebor Jetus Chriſt, . did in your. hearts acknow- 

- ledge the truth thereof, veuily believing, that there was remiſſion of 

fins to be had in Chriſt ; Ard that Chriſt therefore (being the Ju- 
ſtifer, and fo th2 moſt amiableſy Object in the World) was moſt 
worthy your aff2&ions , and Souj-defires , and thereupon reſolved 
(with godly ſorrow for the finspaſt) for the time to come to ſerve 
him With all affe&ions and faithfulneſs, and no longer your felves ; 
and fo commirted your ſelves to his pace , confidently depending 
npon him , for that which you verily believed was to be had in him , 
even thz:remitfion of your ſins, and eternal life ; whoſoever of you 
have $9 believed in Chriſt (Oe profeſimg the ſame by being . 
Baptized, that is in Engliſh , Dipped in his Name) by Faith you 
were juſtified from all your tms (patt ;) and being thus reconciled, 
the gift of eternal life, freely purchaſed by Chriſt Jeſus for you, with- 
out any reſpect of Faith fore-ſeen in you, or any condition required 
of you 1n order thereunto ; 1 fay, the gift of eternal life remained 
YOUr Portion. 

This Faith being profeſſed by you, next thereunto (O Friends) 
you may remember, that you with others, and others with you, and 
for you, made applicatipn to the gracious God, by Prayer and Supplt- 
cation, with the Laying on their Hands (according to the Scriptures 
ſpeaking in that caſe, Heb:6:32. Afts $, 15,17.) That you might 
receive the holy Spirit, by the gracious ſupplies of which, you might 
be both furniſhed to continue the Faith profeſſed , and alſo to bear 
much fruit therein to the honour of him, who had called you out of 
darkneſs. into his marvellous light. s 

But fince-*ris the receiving of the holy Spirit, and not the bare ask- a 7} 
ing of him, nor the much talk of him, that makes men thus happy, , - WW 


and the more and more receiving of him that makes men, men ie £ 
<0 | . deed, a 
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deed, &ven ſtrong in the Faith ; it remains a work (none of the leaſt) 
for all ſuch who have ſo believed, and ſo pragtiſed, well to confider 
what they have received from God, and how they may come to re- 
ceive more fron him ; for 1t were .a lamentable weakneſs (even 
greatly tending to the provoking of GoY- for men , pradtifing as a- 
foreſaid, to reſt, and lye (till ſecure, as if all were well, barely be- 
cauſe they have called upon the Lord for his holy Spirit, when (fora 
long time) they-knowhim not receive1; nothing, of this work upon 
their own heatts{; whereby they can declare to others, what the Lord 


hath done ſor their Souts. David. {that heavenly pattern) bejng - 


in the profeſſion of thz Law of God , reſted not m.that, byt followed 
bard after the Lord therein, Plal.63. 8. to whom having dilgently 
ſought, and Prayedoften, habodewaitingupon him, till the Lord 
gave him.ground to ſay t0-his Soul';. Retarn unto thy relf, D-mp Soul, 
for the Lord hath dealt bountifully ib: thee, Plal. ,xx6.-7. and. as 


my 


elſewhere hefaith, Pſal.s3.. 8. Thy right hwd upholde:h me. How 


$90 a thing were it for Profeſlors 1n this day, to take pattern here- 


y, 10 as henceforth not to content themſelves, in thatf6rmerly they 


>» 


| have prayet (with ſubjection” ta; the Laying on of -Hands) for the 


pifr of Gods Spirit ; nor in that they conunu2 (ſometimes) yet to 
pray for the fame, , for:moſt ſurely *tis the known hanv of. God upon 
the Soul, that onely can give real cauſe of iatisfacton”, «the certain 
experience of Gods bountifulneſs renders poor Souls (o:herwiſe reſt- 
leſs) :to be atreft andayue peace : And thzn how boldly may ſuch 
ſpzak of Gods goodneſs to others , having themſelves ſweet experi- 
FF 14s 423 to their Bn Souls 2 And how boldly may ſuch 
and u and exhort o.hers to keepunder, and mortifie the deeds of 
the body ; they in. the-mean while knowing the deeds of the Body 
moruned tn themſelves, through the operation of Gods Spirit upon 
FIG Souls ? Yea, and how boldly atio may ſuch reprove them, that 
hall no:withſtanding live after the fleſh? wheres otherwiſe the re- 
proof of the reprover, reflects and ſticks faſt on himſelf ; and not 
onely ſo,. butthere is this miſchief alſo attending, even that thereby 
the fleſhly partin the reproved , hath occaſion given it to follow its 
luſts.; and ſo howgreat are the re:ottings and refleRions of ſuch up- 
on. the reprover ? _ 

Sure I am that formen to have, long after the practice of Gods 
Ordinances, no other plea nor ground , to contend for the ſame be- 
fore Adverſaries , but barely becauſe ſuch-Ordinances are ſpoken of 
in the Scriptures, is that which verily tends to diſcouragement, and 
Soul-funtngs therein ; yea at length to ſay, (with thoſe careleſs ones 
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of old) What profit is ic that we have kept his Ordinances > Mat. 
3.14. When as men hearing th2 Goſpel of Chriſt, which promi- 
ſeth reſt and peace to the Soul, through the Remiſſion of fins, with 
the gift of Gols Spirit ; have thereupon ſubje&ed to the Goſpel 
with ſuch a renewed mind , as would not be ſatisfied with hearing 
of the good things thereof, till they were able to'ſay , that as they 
had hard, ſo they have ſeen ; that which was promiſed, our Souls 
have talted ; reſt and peace we know , the fruits of Gods Spirit we 
experience, &c. Whenas ( ſay) men, thus following hard afcer 
thz Lord, have this knowledge of Gods goodneſs and powerful pre- 
ſence 1n ms Way, as a great Argugn:, together with Scripture Ar- 
' cuments , to embolden them to contend for the Way , and to eſta- 
blith them againſt all oppoſitions. 

'Tis common amonglt men to look upon thzmſelves , diſcharged 
from duty of love to ſuch Beggars, who afcer their asking for Almes, 
(hall preſently turn their backs, and mind other matters of trifle , 
more than their reaſonable waiting to receive what they have asked 
for. Now may any ſo much as once think, that God will turn his 
face (in love) to ſuch, who ſometimes ſhall ask of him Spiritual 
Almes, but preſently are found (as it were) turning their backs to 
the Throne of Grace, and not waiting there; as if their receiving 
of Grace were little minded by them (which is onelp the Chriſtian 
mans life) but rather other things more, meer trifles, compared to 
what they have asked for of God ; their hearts (may be) running af- 
ter covetouſneſs, as the hearts of Iſrael were, who neverthelefle 
would be ſpreading forth their hands before God , b#t they flattered 
him with their lips, and lied before him with their tongues, and he re- 
garded them not , Pſal. 78. 36. May any (I fay) once think that 
God will turn his face (in love) to , and not rather withdraw bun- 
ſelf far from ſuch, as perſons greatly unworthy of his bznevolence 
to whom he is no wayes engaged by promiſ2 to do any thing for 
them, ſince they come not up to the terms of his goo inets ? Sure- 
ly, delay to confider theſe things is very dangerous, even nigh to, 
an irrecoverable eſtate. : 

There hath been indeed much contending for this Principle of 
Laying on of Hands, and great pains taken boih by ſpzaking and wri- 
ting for the ſame ; and 4 bear them record, that they therein have 
had zeal for the Truth (for ſo 1 do, and hope ever ſhall, believe 1 
to be) but (alas! ) their zeal hath not been according to true know- 
ledge ; if they have not as well, yea, and much more too,in the mean 
time, endeavoured that the great end of this Ordinance might be 


obrained,. 
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obtained, to wit, the ſancification, ſtrengthning & guidance of their 
Souls in the Truth of God ; without which both their ſubjeRion to 
the DoArine thereof, and alſo their much pleadings for the ſame , 
would be of no effec. : 

But I hope-better things ( at leaſtwiſe of many ) though T thus 
ſpeak , being perſwaded that there are ſuch who ( knowing them- 
ſelves in a juſtified Eſtate through faith in Chriſt) have a clear fGeht 
and deep ſence of their ſouls wants, as not knowing how to live, 
nor to \work in Gods ſervices, without the gracious ſupplies of Gods 
Spirit : (which fight and deep ſence of wantis ſeen through their 
great (Heaven-born) deſires t&henour God, which defires ſprings 
from their Souls great love to Cod, which love in them to God-yard, 
is begotten by Gods great love firſt to them, 1 John 4. 19. 

And that theſe hereupon have a very high eſteem of, Gods ſpiritual 
preſence (being the true Bread from above, which onely will ſatis- 
tie their Souls born from above) valuing it far above the preſence of 
all things whatſoever, ſeeing more worth and excellency therein, 
than in any thing of the world, True it is, that moſt Profeſlors 
confeſle and talk of ſuch things, but theſe experienceth the ſame in 
their Souls, and ſo their Righteouſneſs exceedeth the Righteouſ- 
neſs . of thoſe many lifeleſs and ſenſeleſs Profeſſors, who as much as 
others tatks of theſe things, but knows it not in th<mſelves. 

And that theſe hereupon do greatly defire the preſence of Gods 
Spirit ; and ſo both frequently and fervently are found praying for 
the ſame, /fting up holy hands to the Lord, and (being in Davids 
ſence) with all earneſtneſs (Dav:id-like) beſeech the Lord to make 
haſt for their help, and to make no tarrying, Pſal. 40. 17. 

And that theſe , till the Lord doth viſit them with the ſpecial 
Graces of his Holy Spirit, are found mourning before the Lord, and 
greatly complaining againſt theniſelves, as being wonderfully ſhort 
and low 1n their own apprehenſions, as to what God requires, and 
which they know 1s due to his Name : Wherefore their fouls (like 
David, Pſal. 77. 2.) refuſeth to be- comfoxted wich any thing , 
though the very chiefeſt of this worlds enjoyments ; they looking 
upon themſelves as ſuch who want all things , while the ſupplies of 
Grace 1s Wanting. 

And that theſe, during the time that the Lord withholds the viſ- 
tations of his Grace, are not onely continuing in Prayer, but 


walking therein, communing with their own hearts, and: (like Da- 


vid in ſuch acaſe, Pſal, 77.) miking diligent ſearch, fearing leaſt 
there ſhould bz ſome ſecret fin, for which cauſe the Lord may for- 
bear to drav nigh to thgir Souls, | And 
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And that theſe (while in this capacity" Wnk 1t not much, but ra= 
ther delight tofpend dayes in the Cloſet, there to humble themſelves 
with Falting and Pzayer before the Lord, not as Phariſees do,to be 
ſeen of men, neither as ſluggards do, hecauſe they read that Saints 
formerly did, and now ſometimes doth ſo ; but purely and zealouſ- 
ly are led out thereunto, from that vehemency of deſires ard Sou!- 
affections which they experience in themſelves, after the more ex- 
cellent eſtate ; for as God hath graciouſly opened their underſtand- 
ings, to knojv that there is an excell2nt eſtate attainable ; their ſa- 
tisfaction 1s notin the knowledge thereof, nor in the much talk 
 thereabouts, nor in the ready Confeſſion, that the ſame is excellent, 
and of a ſpecial goodneſs ( as is too much the ſatisfation of ſome ) 
but rather in living thelife thereof, even, 'thar their Souls may be 
ſpiritually framed, nnd wonderfully ſtrengthened with might , both 
to the pure doing what is ſpiritually good, and alſo to the renouncing 
of the hidden things of diſhoneſty, 2 Cor. 4. 2. 

Now foraſmuch as there are ſuch that are found ( to ſome conflide- 
rable degree) thus prizing, and ſo following hard afcer ſpiritual 
Bleſſings, that thereby they (having ſo far taſted of the Lords good- 
neſle, as to know tnemſelves in a juſtified eſtate from fin by his 
Grace) might now for the time to come bear much fruit to the ho- 
nour of his Name ; who notwithſtanding yet come ſhort, and are 
- much below that more excellent eſtate, which they have longed for, 
and which 1s certainly to be attained : Theſe are therefore to inform 
(or remind) all ſuch, that there 1s yer one thing much lacking , 
namely, Falth, or the ſtedfaſt believing Gods Promiſzs, gracioutly 
made 1n order thereunto ; for they that come to God, mrſt belreve, 
rot onely that God is, er that he ts diligently to be ſorght uno ; but aho 
that he is a Rewarder of ſuch as thus ſeck him,(matk) you mutt believe 
(Gith the Apoſtle, Heb, xx. 6.) ſhewing plainly, tnat notwichſtan- 
ding what meaſure ſoever of holineſle in point of converſation, ali- 
oency of ſeeking, or importunity of praying there 1s, unlefl2 1t be 
accompanied with faith in the Soul, that-God will reward, accord- 
ing as he hath Promiſed, all other virtues found in the Creature 
will not reach the defired Blefſings from God ; For without Fatch *uts 
impoſſible to pleaſe God. | | 

To which alſo agrees the Adviſe of the Apoſtle, ſayings, let us 
draw near with a true heart,in full aſſurance of Faith, &'c.Heb. zo,22 
Moreover, 1 will, (faith the Apoſile) :hat men pray every where, hfting 
up holy hands, without wrath and doubting, x Tim. 2. 8. Shewang 
that it 1s not enough for mn to lift up holy hands to God, thoug 
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attendedallo with EMay3 10 as tobe without wrath: (both which 
are very ſpecial things ) unleſſe. attended alſo with that ( more 
ſpecial). vertue of Faith , ſoa as to be without doubting ; 
not enough (I ſay) whereby to reach the prayed-for Bleſſings 
from God : for as 'tis the Quty of Saints alwayes to he ready to do 
Gods Commandements., thereby to acknowledge and declare him 
to. be the Supream , and Almighty God ; ſo aho 'tis their duty al- 
wayes to. be ready to believe Gods Promiſes , thereby to acknoyv- 
ledge and declare him tobe a juſt and f1ithful Cod ; for rhey that 
receive his 1 eſtimony, ſets ts their ſeals that Gedig true, John 3.33, 
Both which being experienced by the Prophet David, cauſed him 
boldly to pray,. and confidently to conclude, that he thould not ſlide, 
ſaying, Judge me ,, O Lord, for I have walked in mine iniegricy , 1 
have alſp truſted i» the Lord ; therefo2e 1 tall nor ſlide, Plali26., x, 
Both which.alſo.being found in the Prophet Damie/, did (as it were) 
fetch from God an extraordinary power for the ſtopping the Lyons 
mouths, ſo-as that he had not (though among them) the leaſt hurt ? 
And why? Becaxſe of bs innocency t-wards God axd man , Dan, 6, 
22. and becauſe he believed is 5 God, ver. 2 3; 

True 1t-1s , that God hath promuted his Spirit to them that ask 
him ; but *tis worihy all obſervation (and I pray you to mark) what 
kind of asking it is, whith the Promite is made to ; which you may 
obſerve from Chriſts own words, where he ſaith, What rhings ſoever 
Je deſire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye ſhall have 
them,. Mark 11. 24. To which agrees Paxls Teſtimony, to wit , 
That we might receive the pre miſe of the Holy Spirit, thzough Fatih : 
Gal. 3.x4.Plainly diſcovering what kind of Prayer it is,Gnds ears are 
open unto,Which I wiſh all your hearts.may be open to conſider,even 
that it is the P2aper of Fati:Þþ,. that reaches the Bleſſing from God, 
whereby to ſtrengthen the weak and fickly Soul : for when Gods Pro- 
miſes ſhall be ſo mgnified in the heart, a+ ihai(like Abraham) there 
ſhall not be ſo much as a conſidering the deadneſs of i:s own body, 
(that is to ſay, 11s own weakneſs and inability to brine forth fruit to 
God) but ſhall confidently relye upon his Promiles, conſidering that 
he 1s both able and willing to caule the barren womb to bear (even , 
the unlikelieſt of men, the baſe things of the world, things that are 
net,. to confound the things that are, even, the Wiſe and Prudent 
of the World) ſurely, Gols ears.are open to- hear the Prayers of 
ſuch, they ſhall not go empty.away ; but rather (as *tis written ): 
ſhall be like the Tree planted by the waters, that ſhall not fee when heat 
cath, whoſe leaf ſpall be green,. and ſhall not be careful in the year 
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of drought, neither ſhall ceaſe from yielding fruit, Jer,17, 7,.8 

When /ſrael of old diſtruſted the help of the Lord, and ſo went 
down into Egypt for help, the Lord ſpake unto them, ſaying , Jn 
quie:neſs and confivence ſhall be your ſtrength, Iſa. 30.2,3,r5. Shew- 
ing, that if {ſrae! had been quiet, ſo as not to have ſtirred for 
Egypts help, but in confidence (or Faith) ſtayed upon the Lord, he 
(even the Lord) would have been their ſtrength and Salvation , ſo 
as that they needed not to have feared , though an Hoſt had riſen up. 
againſt them; but (alas!) becauſe of their unbelief, God cold 
do no mighty work, of deliverzce for them; for, ſaid they, We will 
flee upon Horſes, and ride upou the ſwift ; and therefore God (in his 
wrath and great diſpleaſure againſt them) ſaid, That thoſe thas- 
ſhould purſue them ſhould be ſwift, a thouſand (of them) ſhould flye at. 
the rebuke of one,and the (hadow of Egypt ſhould be their ſhame, ver. 2; 
16,17, ard he would wait that he might be gracious, ver, 18, It 

eradventure, when they had taſted of his Judgements, they would. 
thenceforth believe in him , and confidently relye upon him , that 
ſo he might be their ſtrength 

So much to do hath Faith with the powerful Vertue of the Lord, 
(it being the Lords pleaſure that it ſhould) as that when the Wo- 
man, that had an iflue of blood twelve years , was cured by means 
of the Vertue that was in Chriſt, he caſts her Cure upon her Faith, 
ſaying, Dazghter thy Faith hath made the whele, Mark 5.34. So 
likewiſe the SanGiification or Cleanſing of the heart, is aſcribed un - 
to Faith, Acts 26. 18, Yetnotin ihe leaſt, as if. Faith of it (elf , 
or in its own fkrength, could ſanRifie or cleanſe any heart (or cure 
any mans body) for that 1s the proper work of 'that ſpiritual Vertue 
and Power which is in the Lord : but inaſmuch as the good pleaſure: 
of his good Will is, that the fame powerful vertue ſhall ſerve for 
the cure of none , but ſuch as ſhall touch him by Fatth, whereby 
to draw the Soul-healing Vertue from him ; therefore *tis ſaid, that 
through F aith men are ſanitified ; ard kept by the Power of God through 
Faith to Salvation, So tha no:withſtanding the readineſs, and great 
willingneſs that there is in God,, tocure the diftempered and diſea- 
ſed Souls (as his many Promiſes and gracious Proteſtations in order 
thereumto plainly declares) yet unleſs they ſhall make ſeſzous and 
Nemty Applicaiions unto him, together with a holy dep2ndance vp- 
on him, and a ſerious waiting in Faith for the ſame ; they may ne- 
ver.helefs remain very much out of frame , and greatly unheal:htul 
in their Souls; there being not ground otherwiſe for the Lord (the 
oreat Curer of Souls) to ſay, Suns and Danghters ,. your Faith 921h 

ade you whole, | 6... When 
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When the Church of the Hebrews were likely to faint in their 
| Minds, the Apoſile (being greatly defirous of their holding out ) 
could find no better way (it appears) then mightily to preſle them to 
a cloſe dependance.upon God by Faith ; and therefore he begins his 
account from -1bel, who through faith obtained witneſſe that he was 

1ghteous, and being dead, yet ſpeaketh; and ſo down to Enech, 4- 
braham , and the reſtof the Fathers and Prophets, who through 
Faith obtained a good report, wrought Righteouſneſs, obtained Pro- 
miſes ; mentioning many other alſo, as well extraordinary as ordi- 
 narydeliverances obtained by Faith, and yet he mentions not all he 
could touching the Powzr of Faith ; for himſelf ſaith , That the 
time would fail him to tell thereof, Heb. 11, Now whatleſs is there 
to be learned, by this ſo large an account of ths Apottle touching 
Faith, then that Faith is ſomewhat more concerned in the receiving 
ſpiritual Power and Divine Light from God, in order to their ſtand- 
ing and thriving in his way, than any other thing (on the Creatures 
part ) whatſoever > As elſewhere, the Apoſtle mentioning divers 
pieces of Armour, wherewith Chriſtians are'to be attired ( not one 
of which but thatis of ſpecial concernment ) yet ( ſaith the Apoſtle, 
Epheſ. 6. 16.) Above all things tabe the 1:1 of Faith, wherewith you 
ſhall be able (through the Grace handed to the Soul by Faith ) to 


grench all :b: fiery Darts of the wicked ; for none of them that tru.. 


ſteth in the Lord ſhall be left deſolate, ſaith the Prophet, Pſal. 34.22. 
So much deth Faith'carry the ſence and ſcope of the Goſpel-Cove- 
nant, as that ſometimes the Apoſtles called it, the Faith, as you 
may read, ' Jude 3. eAR, 6. 7. Gal.z.23, And itis of Fath (muk 
it I pray) that it might be by Grace, Rom, 4. 16. RL 

- Now then if it be ſo, that mens prayers to God, though never ſo 
many or largely peiformed, renders them not happy ; but that their 
bappineſle conſiſts -in their receivings from God what they have 
prayed for ; and that the way (propoſed by God) wherein perſons 
may come to receive from him, 1s not onel y for them to /:ft. up Holy 
hands to God, but thatalſo they be without doub:ing ; that is to ſay, 
ſuch as believe that they ſhall receive what they have ſought for ; 
1t remains a weighry work for every Goſpel-profefſing Soul, well 
to confider of what nature and kind their applications have been , 
which they have made to God ; conſidering that his grace and good- 
neſs is no otherwiſe engaged for their Souls help, but as they ſhall 
rely and'depend on him , to receive the ſame by Faith : which con- 
fidered, and believed as true, may well remove all doubts and ſu- 
ſpicions concerning the way of God, which ſometimes ariſe in oe 
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Profeflors thereof, upon the account of ſo little received from God - 
for undoubtedly the Lords hand is not ſhortned, his way he hath nor 
left, his Promiſes thereunto are Yea, and Amen, in the Lord ; but 
alas ! How ſnort have men been in coming up to the terms of his 
goodnels ? That part of Gods Word winch conſiſts of Command- 
ments, men-indeed have been ſomewhat buſied about ; but as for 
| that part which conſiſteth of Promiſes , Oh hoy little hathit been 
minded ! they have been indeed often read of, and ſometimes tal- 
ked of ; But how are they that have ſeriouſly pondred them, and 
in their hearts magnified them, ſo as to wait in, and live upon them, 
counting them all things to them, in every condition ? | 
Haſt thou then ( © thou that out-ſtrippeſt ſome others in thy zeal 
after ſpiritual things) haſt thou (I ſay) often viſited the Throne of 
Grace (as a work moſt pleaſant to thy Soul) beſeeching the Lord to 
draiv nigh to thee, in the large *givings forth of his Grace to thy 
Soul (well knowing that without it all thy drawings nich to him is 
nothing) and haſt thou there waited in the fight of the worth and 
excellency thereof, and ſo in the ſence of thy great need of the 
ſame ; thy Sonl (as it were fainting, and thine eyes (like the Pro- 
phets) failing for the Word of God ; that is, the Word of his Pro- 
miſe to be fulfilled to thy Soul , ſaying ( with him in thy Soul-long- 


' ings after the deſired Bread from above, to refreſh and fAtrengthen 


thy Soul, born anew from above) when, Lord, wilt thou comfort me 2 
Pſal. x19. 81, 82, (I ſay) haft thou thus waited upon God,and art 
thou yet. often with God in thy moſt ſolemn and ſerious Medita- 
tions > O do but now give the Lord, (who wazteth to be gracioms, 
being as willing to do good, as thou art defirous of good) give the 
Lord. (I ſay). ground to ſay to thee (as once the Woman of Canaan, 
Matth. 15.28, ) O man, great is thy Fatth ; and then, O then 
will the Lord readily ſay to thee , Be 1t unto thee, even as thou 
wilt : accozding to thy faith be it unto thee, Bur if otherwiſe , 
the account will be a ſad and doleful account, even, that the Lord 
could do no mighty work of love for thee , becauſe of thy unbelief, 
Matth. 13.58. Mark 6. 5,6. O that all were wiſe ( that bear the 
name of Saints) even with the Wiſdom which is from aboye : So 
that the bare knowledge of thele things, or the much talk (or preach- 
ing) of them to others, might not be their ſatisfaRtion, but that all 
would rather carefully and ſpeedily endeavour to know, and be ſatis- 
fied, that they themſelves doth ſo wait upon God by Faith, and con- 
ſequently doth ſo receive from him, which to know, and experience 
within, 1s real cauſe and ground of peace, and Soul-ſatisfaction. 
n 
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. In order whereunto, even, that Faith may grow and floutith in- 


»- 


your Souls, confider (O Friends) whether we are not to believe . 


. thata Son ſhall bz given , when God hath promiſed it, withour gi- 
ving the leaſt heed, to what the deadneſs of body on either hand may 
ſay 2 Rom 4. 19,20, 

' Are we not to believe that the promiſed Seedſhall be as the Stars 
for multitude, when God hath ſpoken it? Gez.15. 5,6, no:withſtan- 
ding all tne fleſhly oppoſition ariſing from the Commandement to 
ſlay {ſaac, the onely promiſed Seed, from whence the multitude 
ſhould come forth. | | 

Are we not to bzlieve that the Iſrael of Cod ſhall be brought ito 
the good Land , flowing with Milk and Honey , when God (that 
cannot lye) hath ſpoken it, no:withſtanding all the gain-ſayings of 
the red Sea before, and the Egyptian Hoſt behind ? 


Are we not to believe and confidently to expect a great plenty, 


even, a meaſure of fine Flower for a ſh:kel, ard two meaſures of Bar- 
ly for a ſhcthel, and that ſo ſoon as to merrow, when the Lord God 
hath ſpoken it, 2 Kings 7, 1. no:withſtanding the many and great 
oppoſitions and contrary ſpeakings of this dayes poverty, even, that 
an Aſſes head is ſold for fonrſcore pieces of Silver , and the fourth part 
of a Cab of Doves dung for five pieces of Silver > Chap.6.25, And 
was notunbelief in this Promiſe the cauſe of ſudden RAT ta- 
king hold'upon th2 mighty man, upon who the King leaned? Chap. 

7. 2,19,20. | ; : 

- Are we.not to believe that the mighty Hoſts of the Mrdianites,and 
Amalekites, who for multitude are as Graſhoppers, and their Camels 
as the ſand by the Sea-[hore, ſhall be put to flight, when the Lord of 
Hoſts hath ſpoken it, no:withſtauding all the ſtrong reaſonings of 
fleſh and blood(that is for walking by fight) becauſe there 1s no more 
than three hundred men allow2d by God to do it? Fd. 7. 

Are we not to believe that the Mel ih the Barrel , and the Oyl in 
the Cruſe ſhall not waſte nor fail, when the faithful God hath ſpoken 


it, though never ſo much contradicted by the nature of fleſh and. 


blood, becauſe that at preſent it is but a haudful of Meal in a Barrel, 
and bur a little Oyl in a Cruſe ? x Kings 17, 
Are we not to believe that the great Walls of Fericho ſhall fall 


down flat, there being a Promiſe of God that they ſhall , without | 


piving any heed to the many fleſhly gain-ſayings , becauſe of their 


eight, or great ſtrenzth, or becauſe of the low means (as blowing in 


Rams-horns) appointed of God in order thereunto ? Joſh. 6. 


| The ſum of all which is , wither ſuch as have attained to a ſtate 
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| The Saints beſt Weapon. EG 
of Juſtification from their old fins by Faith in Chriſt, are not in 
Faith afd full aflurance to wait for the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
whereby to carry on, and work through the work begun (which othe 
wiſe will never be finiſhed) there being a plain and moſt certain Pro- 
miſe of God ro poxr out the ſame, John 2. 28,29, Ae.2. 38. With- 
out the leaſt hearkning to fleſhly gain-ſayings , or yielding to flethly 
dulneſs or any miſtruſt, becauſe of the ſow means (as Impoſition of 
Hands, Heb.6.x.2. A.S8. I2,15,17.) appointed of God 1n order 
thereunto., or whatſoever elſe ſhall attempt the making his word of 
Promiſe of no effect? Yea, and not onely a Promiſe of God, 
but alſo very ſtrong provocations whereby to believe the ſame, being 
aſlured from the Lord Jeſus, that he Jorh not onely as readily as Fa- 
thers that are evil, give to their Children, but how much moze w4/! 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him, Luke 
ix, £3. 

That 1s, the Scriptures compared , the Lords good pleaſure and 
greatfreeneſs 1s to give his Holy Spirit to them ihat ask him , wih 
lifting up of Holy hands unto him , in Faich, that they ſhall receive 
from him, AYal.21, 22, And ſo waiting with opporiunity, till they 
do receive him, Luke xx. 8,9, ſo as to know his Power, and enjoy 
his Comfort and Light in their Souls : that as ancleanneſs, wrath, 
ſtrife, with many other ſuch manifeſt fruits of the fleth , heretofore 
reigned in them ; now /ove, joy, peace, gentleneſs,goodneſs,with many 
other ſuch like Vertues, the manifeſt fruits of the Spirit, may ap- 
pear in them, Gal. 6. for where ſuch things are deſigned by the 
Soul, ſo as that all other enjoyments of the world gives no fatisfa- 
Cion to it, while this ſpiritual frame is wanting, which it defires of 


, 6 | = 
any thing, yea, above all things that the world can afford, and ithere- 


upon have diligently ſought the Lord for it , andnow ſetting to 1ts 
ſeal that Godis True, by believing that he is a Rewarder of them 
that ſo ſeek hirft : where (I ſay) ſpiritual things are thus defigned , 
Gods ears are open to hear their Prayers , he will be nigh unto them 
inall conditions. 

Moreover, for the growing and flouriſhing of Faith, coniider that 
the Lord {ought after you, when you ſought nat after him , and ſaid 
to you when you were in your blood, turn, turn , for. why well ye aye ? 
Turn at my reproof, and 1 will pour out my Spirit unto you, Pro.1.23. 
And all this before you ſaw any beauty or excellency in the Holy 
Spirrt, and ſo had no deſire after him, and therefore ſougat nor 
God for him; and yet even then God thus magnified the riches of 
his Grace in the kind tenders thereof = you, While ſuch ; And "ol 
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Faith in Gods Promiſes , | 
he not now much moze take care'for you, and poſleſs you with that ; 
which he before tendered unto you, even, the comfortable preſence 
& his Holy Spirit? Since you are now turned unto him, and be- 
com2 his ſervants , not ſeeking the honour of the world as before, 
but his Holy Spirit, whereby to do him ſervice for the honour of his 
Name: Will he not much more (I ſay) tenderſuch > Will he 
wich-hold his good Spirit from: ſuch , He, the Lord the Righteous 


God, that hath ſaid, He will w:th-hold no gwd thing from ſuch as walk 


wprightly? Pſal.$4.1x. Surely no ; Hath God begot by his Word 
of Truth , brought to the birth, cauſed the Man-child (the Ney- 
creature) to be born into the world , to whom he ſaith , Dpen thy 
mouth wide , ad 7 wi/l/fill it, Pſal.8r. 10, and may you judge , 
and not deſperately ſin through unbelief , that God will now ſtarve 
this New-creature of his own bezetting, and bringing forth, that he 
will with-hold the ſpiritual Bread, which onely will tatisfhe 1t, and 
ſo famith his own adopted Children, as ftarve they muſt, and ſtarve 


they will, 1f God give not his Holy you unto them? No , {ure-: 


lyns; carnal men will not ſtarve, but-nouriſh and cheriſh heir 
Children; And will not Go1, who is rich in mercy , and dzligh- 
tethin mercy, nouriſh his? - Yea, how much noe will your Hea- 
wvenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ak, him (as aboveſaid.) 
Moreover , conſider tht God having promiſed his Holy Spirit to 
ſuch as ſezk him with Faith to receive the ſame, both his Fatthful- 
neſs and Righteouſneſs ts engaged for then? that ſo ſeek him , which 
the holy and believing man fears not to make mention before the 
Lord, ſaying (with David) Hear me O Lord in thy Faithfulneſs,and 
1a thy Righteouſneſs, Pſal.143. 1. 

Moreover,for men highly to eſteem Gods Promiſes,and ſo to mag- 
nifie them in their hearts, as thatall pleading of Fleſh , World, or 
Devil, becauſe of, the deadneſs of body, or $7. or of the 
wom> , ſhall be utterly rejected, as not worthy to be conſidered, 
when Gol hath ſpoken : (I ſay) for men thus to eſteem Gods Pro- 
miſes (there being every whit as much reaſon for them ſo to do, as 
to eſteem and keep his Commandments) is not onely th2 way leading 
to their Happineſs, but alſo that which nughtily gives glopy ito God. 
Abraham ſtaggered uot at the Promiſe of God thronoh unbelicf, b:u was 


firons in Faith, Kiving glozp to Gov, Rom. 4. 20. 


Theſe things write I unto you (O Friends) that henceforth your 
ſences might be much exerciſed, and your minds more and more bu- 
fiedin the confideration of theſe(and ſuch like) things, that the know- 
ledge which you havs of Gods Promiſes, may bez a word ſo planted 

in 
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in your underſtandings by Faith , as that all fleſhly ſtaggerings and 


_ Gods Spirit, according to Pauls words to the Galatians, Chap.6.22. 
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carnal oppolitions may fall down before it, and by ſuch endeavours 
on your part,you ſhal appear to be ſuch who are ebedient to the whol- 
ſom Counſel of the Apoſtle;, who exhorted Timothy to follow after 
Godlineſs, Righreorſneſs, (, hartty, Faith, Meekneſs, Patience, x Tim. 
6.15, Who queſtionleſs knew how Faith was to be obtained, as 
well as any of thoſe that ſpeak ſo much of Faith's being the gift of 
God ; who being almoſt, if not altogether, ſilent concerning mens 
following after Faith , have thereby (I greatly fear) bzen a means 
to freeze up the deſires of men, and wholly to ſtop their ende1- 
vours, after Faith, which (if ſo) I could with that henceforth they 
would hearken unto the Apoſtle, who puts men upon following afcer 
Faith, equally (obſerve it)as he puts them to follow after Meekneſs, 
or Patience, &c. Which conſidered, may be a means to thaw them 
out of that benummed and frozen eſtate,even unto due confiderations 
and ſerious ſtirrings on their parts, in order unto the growth and en- 
creaſe of Faith, 

And withal be ſure that your Prayers and Supplications be not 
wanting to the Lord, that he would be pleaſed ro excreaſe your Farth, 
and ſo thall you in due time come to experience the beins of Faith 
in you, after ſpecial degrees, wroyght there by the operation of 


white you diligently ſought , and carefully followed after Faith, ac- 
cording to his words to Timothy , Chap.s6. It, | 
Together with theſe things, let it not be thought a needleſs work , 
or befdes the buſineſs in hand , to conhder whether Saints are not 
now. (in theſe latter dayes wanerein 'tis evil, as appears by the Apo- 
tle, to departfrom the Faith profeſſed in former Apoſtolical dayes, 
1 Tim,4, 1.) Whether Saints (IT ſay) are not now to ſeek for, and 
in Faith to wait whereby to receive the Spirit , with the ſame partt- 
cular gifts and operations which Saints formerly enjoyed, in order 
to their carrying on the great Work of the Goſpel, both among them- 
ſelves and others 2 Since God in his making Promife of porring ont 
the Spirit upon his People, (winich Promiſe we 1n theſe latter dayes flye 
unto as the ground of our Fai.h) makes mention alſo of ſeveral gitts 
of the ſame Spirit, Joaln 2.23,29, An41withal confidering, that the 
Apoſtles 2xhor:ed the Churches car neſtly to covet , and follow after 
the ſeveral gifts of the Spirit, 1 Cor.12, 29, 29, 30, 3k abt 
Which exhortations , if they rea:hus, and ſpeak to ig 
any o.her Scripure-exhortations (Which-for any to viſt n 
then, On then ! great need have gl to.pray » Lozd , WB 
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But in reference to the fore-mentioned drawing nigh unto God by 
Faith, I fuppoſe that which is a very general hinderance thereof, is 
the great unworthineſs that perſons find in themſelves by reaſon of 
ſin, by means whereof they are (as it were) afraid to draw near un- 
to God ; or however if they do, *as very coldly, having little or 
no hopes of acceptance with the Lord; and 1o being not 1n a juſtified 
eſtate from fin, are without Faith in reference to the ſpecial Graces 
of Gods Spirit :* but among theſe there are ſome , much more wor- 
thy than others, who by reaſon of the ſtrength and ſubtilty of temp- 
tations, ſometimes (as well as others) tranſgreſs the Laws of God, 
but not as ſuch who overtake ſin , but rather are overraken with ſin, 
Gal.6, x, Not allowing themſelves therein, as their great trouble, 
and Soul-heavineſs, with daily complaints becauſe thereof, plainly 
declares; and yet theſe for want of a right underſtanding Gods 
Way to juſtifie Gnners , and tis readineſs to juſtifie them ; alas! 
even thee go mourning all the day long, rather decaying than flou- 
rithing in the Way of God, You, even you 1n particular (the 
beloved of my Soul) do I hereby exhort : 

Firſt, That ye alwayes abide watchful , and abundantly careful 
that ye fin not : But, 

Secondly, f any man fin,that you remember there is an Advocate with 
the Father, J:ſ1 Chrift the Krghteous, who 15 a propitiation for our ſins, 
by whom way 1s made for you boldly to come to rheT hrone of Grace;thas 
Jon may find mercy ; that 1s to ſay, tor all you that having ſinned, feels 
the ſtroke of fin , and forgets 1tnot (as Sluggards do) and ſo in the 
ſence and eolly ſorrow tor fin (in particular) attended with holy 
Reſolutions, with humble and hearty Confeſſion of the ſame , with 
fervent deſires, leading unto earnett Prayer to God for the Remuiſ- 
fion of the ſame, ou forgiving them that have treſpaſſed againſt you ; 
and not onely this, for one things yet lacking, even, that-you In 
Falth alſo commit your ſelves to his Grace, Beiteving that as he hath 
in mercy promiſed , ſo in faithfulneſs he will perform what he hath 
promiſed, even, the Remithon of ſins ; for what things ſocver ye de- 
re when ze pray (ſaith Chrift) believe that ye receive them, and ye 
ſhall have them, Mark 11.24. Azd who theu. can lay any thing to 
your charge? It s God that jaſtifieth (uth;, who, (or what) ts there 
then that condemneth? It u Chriſt that hath dicd? yea, rather that 
he i riſen again, who alſo maketh interceſſion for you through Faith 7 
his blood, Rom3. 25. 

Thus you being ve-y ſerious and diligent in your Applications 
to God, laying holy on his Prozwſes of Pardon and Remithon of _ 
_ 
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by Faith, and ſo ſtanding alwayes juſtified by. Faith , quitted and 
freed from all -your fins through Grace ; have (ſo conſidered) no 
ground or plea, becauſe of your unworthineſs (being now made wor- 
thy in the Beloved, the Lord Jeſus) any longer to miſtruſt or que- 
ſton the good Wull and Pleaſure of God, in reference to your Ie- 
ceiving from him the more ſpecial Diſcoveries and Operations of his 
Spirit, but may now boldly go to the Throne of Grace for the ſame , 
being ſuch whom God waiteth to be gracious unto , you having that 
Faith which his pleaſure is ro accornt unto you, for Righteouſne([s, 

This being conſidered , how ſpeevilp ſhould every Soul (not as 
a thing by the by , but) as their greaceſt work , when at any time 
overtaken with fin , to draw nigh unto God, and that in the ſence of 
every known fin, with godly ſorrow for the fame : not daring to de- 
lay, (heaping up fin like :he wantons) there being every way as much 
cauſes of Repencance ana Faith for the latter fins , as there was for 
the many former {ins committed in ignorance ; which though perſons 
are ready to acknoiviedge, yet are (I fear) too apt to negle& the 
ſame, upon ihe acco:nc hat they have renounced their former wayes, 
and their now being in the Way of God, and that Chriſt is now a 
Mediator tor ihem , and the like ; not conſidering that the Soul-ſa- 
tisfying benetic 0: Uhniſts Media orſhip is enjoyed according to mens 
Applicacions into ihe Father by him : But O what comfort can a Soul 
have in any thing, or with what boldneſs ſhall he walk, talk, or com- 
mit himtelf wo his Bed, thar having ſinned againſt his God, hath yor 
as yet been with him, and io by Fatth received a Pardon from him ? 
True ic is, that ſuc, while they negleC the great Soul-ſearchins 
work, and are tofled up and doyn with the cumbrances of this life , 
may have an imaginedPeace and ſuppoſed Comfozt,and ſo may go on 
(ſomewhat cheertully) in their though.s and thinkings, as if all were 
theirs ;.. but alas ! theſe (though they may talk of g-ods Love and 
Mercy) are-not able to ſay, upon ſure experience (with the Propher) 
that the Lord hath cxowned them w:th loving kindneſs,and tender mcr- 
cies, Pſal.103. 4. 

O l2t him then that readeth underſtand, that every Soul that comes 
by Faith to be juſtified from their old fins, have a great Work to do, 
requiring much watchfulnets, care and circumſpection , in order to 
their maintaining and keeping themſelves in a juſtified eſtate. 

But moreover,let men conſfider,wh2iher they do nor(while wanting 
in their Applications to Godfor the Pardon of fin)ignoranily go on in 
a way very dangerous,while the true Fountain of Grace 1s neglected; 
*ris greatly to be feared , that they have hewed to rhemſelves broken 
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Cifterns that will not, yea, cannot anſwer their expeations ; that is 
to ſay , perſons being made ſenfible that they have ſinned againſt 
God, have .ihereupon reſolved for the time to come to be more 
watchful, and to walk more wiſely before God ; and then, having 
a little while in meaſure reformed themſelves , have thereby ſpoken 
peace to themſelves ,. thinking all 1s well: And why > Becauſe 
they are reformed: And thus do they, as it were , make their own 
works of Reformation, the ground of their peace and ſatisfa&ion, 
Truz it is, that works of Reformation in ſuch that have ſinned, is 
09d ,, for the Lord calls for it; yet ſure Iam (andI pray you to 
conhider it) that 'tis not that, no nor any work of Righteouſneſs that 
theycando; yea, though they ſhould for ever afterwards ſo exaaly 
walk, both in words, thoughts and ations, as not again to fin; yet 
I fay, and confidently conclude, that *tis not in the leaſt that, which 
can juſtifie or cleanie them from the fin already committed : And 
therefore it remains a work, none of the leaſt, for perſons that have 
finned againſt God, ſpeedily to draw nigh unto him, that by humi- 
{tation (attended with holy reſolutions) and Paith, they may reach 
his promiſed Grace and Mercy, the onely ſure ground of peace and 
fatisfaction ; which whoſoever attains, may underſtandingly (with 
the Prophet) ſay, Return nno thy reſt, O my Sel, for the Lord 
hath deatt bountifully with thee : And ſo then(as perſons juſtified and 
quitted from fin) are to endeavour (wi.:h calling upon Cod for his 
Gxace to help them) ſome real and thorow Reformation, anſwering 
to their former reſolutions, (far exceeding what 1s, or can be in ſuch 
who neglect the true means of Juſtiiicauon) in which Reformation 
of theirs they may rejoyce, but not as imagining peace from thence, 
but rather upon the account that God 1s thereby more honoured , 
even, God who hath juſtified them from all their ſins. 

Now foraſmuch as *tis Saints great work to keep themſelves in tne 
way of Gods Grace and Mercy, that they may alwayes ſtand quitted 
and juſtified from fin, without which they cannot go to the Throne of 
Grace with confidence to recetve the ſpecial preſence of Gods Spirit; 
I would pray all ſuch (whoare 1n the godly forrow, becauſe of their 
ſin) to weigh theſe following conſiderations, that henceforth there. 
may be a more apt and ready cloſing in with Gods Promiſes , in re- 
ference to Pardon and Forgiveneſs of figs. 

Namely, that the Lord, the Lord God againſt whom ye have fin- 
ned, zs a graciozs God, abundant in goodneſs, keeprrg mercy for thatt- 
ſands, forgiviag iniquity, ttanſyr:ſjion and fin, plenteoms 19 mcrcy, rich 
i mercy, abundant in mercy, that will abundantly pardon ; all which 
the Scrptures witnefleth, ' | Con- 
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Confider alſo , That God velighteth in mercy , Mic.7, x$. and 
takech pleaſure in ſuch as hope in his mercy, Pſal.147. xx, and is 
full of compaſſion, reaby to forgive, Nehem.7z, 19. but ſow to anger, 
Pſal.145. 8. Bo 

Confider alſo, That Gods mercies endereth for ever, aud is from E- 
wverlaſting to Everlaiting, to ſuch as keep his Covenant , reaching over 
all bs Works, as the Heaven ts high above the Earth , (o great 25 hzs 
mercy 3 even alſo as a Father pitieth his Children , {od the Lord pitieth 
them that fear him, Pſal.103, 11,13,17, Pſal.145. 9. 

Conſider alſo, That God who ſpared not his own Son, but deli- 
vered him up for u« all, will with him fxeely give us all things, Rom, 
8.32. For if when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son ; nach mote ſhall we be ſaved , (and juſtified from 
fin) by his being alive for evermore, making interceſſion for us, Rom. 

.- IO, FEhEns | 

Conſider alſo, That notwithſtanding the great backſlidings of 
racl, even playing the harlot with many lovers, upon every high Monun- 
tan, - and under emery green Tree, and that after- God had drawn near - 
unto them in much mercy and love ; yet even to them after they had 
done all theſe abominations , ſaith the Lord , the gracious God, turn 
thou unto me, Jerem. 3. x,6,7, And that in aday when they cal- 
led not for mercy.even then ſaid the Lord,return © backſliving J\- 
rael, for I will be merciful, and rot keep anger for ever, v.12, Much 
more therefore will God extend his mercies unto ſuch who mourn in 
the ſence of their ſins, and call upon him for mercy whereby to bz 
healed. 

Conſider alſo, That to believe the Record of God touching the 
forgiveneſs of fins, 18 4 ſerring to oar ſeals that God is true, John 3. 
33. But contrariwife, not'to believe, & (as much as in us.lyes) 
a making Govalyar, x Johns, 10,1x. 

Conſider alſo, That if we confeſs our ſins , God juſt and. faithful 
to forgive us our ſins, 1 Johri x. 9. Shewing that we may as well 
queſtion the juſtnefs and faithfulneſs 'of God, as queſtion his readi- 
neſs to forgive the ſins of ſuch as confeſs the ſame: (bur let none 
queſtion the neceſſity of Faith in order to the forgiveneſs. of fins , 

cauſe the Apoſtle here aſſures it to ſuch as confeſs their fins, with-. 
out the leaſt word concerning Faith ; let none (I fay) queſtion 1t 
upon that account, for by the ſame reaſon they may queſtion the ne- 
ceility of Pzayer , for that neither is mentioned in this place : To 
this therefore I ſ2y (as in many other caſes muſt be concluded) that 


it is ſuch that ſhall find mercy that are qualified, not only as ſaith 
one. 
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One Scripture, but as ſaith the Scriptures compared together, 
Conſider alſo, That we have:an High Prieſt, paſſed into the Heas« 
vens, ſitting at the right hand of God, for that very end to ſheiv mer- 
cy , even to ſave to theuttermoſt , by waking interceſſion with his 
blood, Heb.7. 25. That ſpeaketh far better things thaw that of Abel ; 
not for vengeance, but for mercy , for all ſuch as have Fatch in his 
blood; and therefore (ſaich the Apoſtle) Ler ms come boldly co the 
Throne of Grace, that we may obtain mercy. | 
Conſider alſo, That we have not ſuch an High Prieſt,” which can- 
wot be tonch:d with the feeling of onr infirmitics, but was in all points 
temp:ed like we, Heb.q. 15, and being tempted , he us able to ſuccour 
them that are tempted, for he is a merciful High Prieft , ro make re- 
; conciliation for the ſins of the People, Heb.2, 17,:53, God knowerh 
our frame, he remembreth that we are duſt, Pſ1l.103, 14. 
Conſider alſo, That in thy deſiring of Gol the bleihng 9f Remiſfſion 
" of fins, thou defireſt not more of him, thin whut he did freely for 
vr, befo2e thou defiredſt it of him ; yea,wazn thou waſt an enemy 
- to him. A 
And with theſe Conſiderations conſider, Thar 1f you ſhall diſtruſt 
| his mercy, it renders. you alcogether uncapable 40 pleaſe 50d ; 
For without Faith 'tis impoſſible ro p/caſe God , fr » that cometh to 
God, mult believe that he is , and that he is a Reward:y of tl, m that” 
diligently ſeek, him. FEY | 
From theſe and ſuch like confiderations , how may you be encou- 
raged to throw your ſelves upon Gods Grace, rejzcting all flethly 
Ragoerings at the Promiſes of God through unbehef , that you may 
receive What is promiſed by Faith in the Promiſes, even ihe ture and 
certain Pardon of all your ſins ; that the hands which nave hung 
down by reaſon of fin laying upon the Soul, may be lifrup with prat- 
ſes to God, and the feeble knees now made ſtrong and lively, in the 
true ſence of the Fathers love ſhining to the Soul ; and then, Oh! 
then, with what boldneſs, courage and confidence may you 90 to 
God for the manifold Operations and Diſcoveries of his Holy Spirit, 
your ſins being pardoned , and your iniquities waſhed away by Faith 
in Chriſt> Wha: ſtate or condition 1s there , that poihbly you can 
fall into through the utmoſt rage, either of the world or Satan , Or 
both, wherein there is no: a Promiſe of God, either to be delivered 
out of it, or wonderfully to be ſupported and comforted in it> All 
which Promiſes lyes before, as tendred to ſuch that by Faith are juſti- 
fied from ſin, whereon they by Faith, may take hold, anJ ſo therein 
rejoyce for evermore, 1n all conditions, > | 
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If at any time. the believing man fall into calamity and great tri- 
bulation , he preſently conſiders where his-Refuge'is , ,and believes 
in God;, who hath ſaid-, that be will be with his People in all their 

troubles ; and ſo (during his continuance in the tribulation) he ex- 

periences the truth of that within himſelf , which he hath read was 
in others, even, tribulation working patience (in him) and patience, 
experience (in hum) ard experience, hope (in him) which makes him 
(bold, and) met aſhamed, before all thoſe that. trouble him , Rom.5. 
and at length (poſſibly) is delivered from all his troubles, and ſo 
made able to ſay (with the' Prophet) 7 rruſted in the Lord , and he 
hath delivered me. "\ 

If at any time the believing man, through the unexpe&ed events 
of things, come to be clouded with many piercing cares, and- Squl- 

' vexations : he conſiders that *tis:written,. we ſhould caſt all our care 
upon God, for he carethfor ws, 1 Pet,g. 7, And through Faith he 
receives this word (and ſo it becomes; to'him an engrafred word, * 
planted in his underſtanding) concluding that he, having on his fide 
a word from God to care for him ;hath more on his.fide to free him 
from thoſe piercing cares , . thaw if, all the world were'joyned toge-. 
ther for his freedom ; ſo mightily. doth he magnifie Gods Woxd in 

his heart : Thus he believingly commits all, and caſts all his cares 

upon God ; and while others onely talk, and read of being careful 

for nothing , this believing man experiences the condition , being 
ſupported 1n- his ſer1ous conſideration , that. God who hath declared 
himſelf willing to care for his People , .is every way more avle to 

care for them, than they for themſelves : - And allo hoyy unſafe it is 

for them to truſt to , or lean upon their own underſtandings, as for- 

mer experiences ſufhciently declare ; therefore this man believing 

in God is delivered, and cared for by God, and ſo made able to ſay. 
what the Lord hath done for his Soul, F- | | | 

If at any time, by reaſon of Wars, and rumours of Wars , or the 
oreat frowns of great men, many fears ſhall aflault the believing 
man, he well remembers that theſe things muſt firſt be before the 
poſſeſhon of the Kingdom , and he (while others that are not mn 
Davids integrity, and ſo not inhis Fauh, yet talks much of his 
words , but out of his life:) I ſay he, even the believing man truly 
in bo.h Davids Integrity and Faith, in Davids words boldly faith, 
The Lord is my Light, my Strength, and my Salvation, of whom ſhall 1 
be afraid ? though an Hoſt ſhould encamp againſt, me, my heart ſhall not 

fear, though War ſhould riſe againſt me, wn this will J be confident, 
Pfal,37.1, 2; 2 
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\ If the believing man at any time fall into reproaches & perſecution 
for Chriſts ſake , by Faith he takes hold of the good and powerful 
hand of God to ſupport him , and in the greateſt of affictions to 
comfort him : Faith fo acquaints the Soul with the unſpeakable 
riches and glory of Chriſt, in the time of his ſuffering for him , as 
that (eoſes-like) he efteems the reproaches of him greater riches 
than. the pleaſure of ſin for a ſeaſen; ſo he endures the perſecution by 
Faith, ſeeing him (and his gtory which he hath promiſed) eves him 
who & inviſible, | 

If the believing man fall into temptation, he remembers how 'tis 
written, I Cor.10, 13. that God # faithful , and ſo will not ſuffer his 
People to be tempted above what they are able to bear : Which word 
( While among others onely talked of ) this man embraces , often 
conſiders, upon it leans, and init is comforted : not ſuffering tae 
violence of the temptation , nor any unlikelineſs of deliverance by 
other means, to take the leaſt place in his heart (which 1s not an 
evil heart in departing from the living God , Heb.3. 12, but a true 
heart, drawing nigh wnto God , Heb.x0. 22:)--whereby that ſhould 
make the word of Promiſe of - no effe&, but rather conſiders, that God 
kzows how to deliver the godly , (and that he 1s every Way able to de- 
liver them) out of temptations. | 

If at any time Trading fail , or loſs of Goods come , or Lands 
and Livings be taken away, and he that 1s the believing man there- 
by com? to be indebted ; yet he conſiders that Gods Promiſes fail 
not, though all theſe things ſomewhat frown upon him , and there- 
fore he ſhelters himſelf in Gods moſt holy Word, and waites patient- 
ly by Faith, yea, though he may ſee little or nothing in fight, yea, 
and no wayes able to conceive how he ſhall be in a capacity to live 
for the future, which more than a little will trouble fleſh and blood , 
(which would live by fight) all whica makes not him ſtagger , or if 
ſtagger he do, yet he falls not, but keeps cloſe to Gods Word, mag- 
nifies it greatly in his heart, knowing no reaſon why he ſhould more 
_ eſteem Gods Commandements , than his Promiſes ; he therefore 
priſzs them above Gold , yea, fine Gold, concluding that they are 2 
more ſurer maintenance , than the poſſeſſing of Kingdoms ; and ſo 
ſpeaks peace and much fatisfa&tion to himſelf through believing , 
raking joyfully the lofs or ſpoiling of goods, rejoycing that he hath 
a merciful God on his fide , that knows all his wants ; yea, and that 
is able to make that little Pot of Oyl, which yet onely remains, 
ſo wonderfully. to encreaſe , as that he therewith may be able both 


to pay his debts, and to live comfortably on the reſt, 2 Kings < ts 
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his Name therefore : 
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Wherefore he makes it his great work, ro ſeek firſt the Kingdom of 
God, and the 4 thereof , being that which is required on 
his part, in.the:doing of which he believingly waits for the fulfilling 
of that promiſed on Gods part; namely,that he will add all ſuch things: 
being alſo encouraged in this his confidence with thoſe weighty conſi- 
derations publiſhed by the Lord Jeſus , for that very end, to beget 
Faith in his Diſciples ; namely, that God doth feed. the Sparrows, and 
richly cloath the Lillies of the Field ; and therefore ſurely will: much 
more take care for thoſe that are his adopted children, for whom he 
ſpared not his own Son to do them good; and therefore (as the Apo- 
ſtle reaſoneth)moſt ſurely will with him(the mercy of mercies) freely 
give all other good things : Alſo this believing man conſiders, that if 


| he ſhould care and carp, doing what poſlibly can be done, yet cannot 


add one cnbit to hu ſtature , as Chriſt witneſleth ; as his own former 
experiences witneſſeth ; and as the apparent event gpd iflues of 
mens carping cares and intemperate thoughts witneſſeth ; therefore 
he with all ſeriouſneſs and readineſs of mind commits his condition 
to the gracivus God, who hath promiſed never to leave nor forlake 
his People ; o that he boldly prayes to God for his daily bread, and 
as confidently expects it of him, yea, and as certainly receives from 
him, which he receives with thankſgiving , being one of them that 
believes and knows the truth, 

And thus while others depend upon' viſible things , and ſo have }. 
them (to wit, Lands, Livings, Tradings, Relations, Powers) often 
in their minds & affe&tions , and conſequently under many piercing 
cares,and Soul-vexations while depending thereupon ; while others 
(I ſay) are thus , the believing man (whoſe dependance is not up- 
on things that are ſeen, but upon the Loxd) contrariwiſe hath the 
Lord 6fren, and much in his mind (for men are apt to mind thart 


which is their conſtant help) and ſo this man having the Lord much 


in his mind, is thereby wrought into his fear, kept render of his glo- 
ry, andgreatly affected with , and much deſirous of the much-wan- 
ted preſence of his good Spirit; and thus his mind, and the Medi- 
tations of his heart 1s much in Heaven with God , in Faith praying 
unto him for the ſame, and much there expecting what in Faith he 
hath prayed for, and having received , —_—_ there alſo in prayfing 
- by all which he is become much heavenly- 
minded, ſpiritually framed, able to ſay (as they of old) My con- 
verſation is in Heaven, (when others onely reads of it, and talks 
of it, but knows it not in themſelves) O therefore , how much 
more bleſſed is it to live by Faith than by fight ! it being _ 
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Lands in poſſeſſion -as- your 6wn , pod: Farm, -or 
on : or. good Friends , or the like > gf not ſo, I would 
div What means then the ufual complaints, diſcontents, great fears 
Ad vexations of <ſpirit, When at any tune theſe outward things fail, 
or begin: to fail ?; Ff*your hopes did arite from: the.onely'pure > Foun. 
-rain 3+ 0 wget »* Godsgrarious Promiſes ; Why then ſhould you be 
fo diſquieted > Fot WM decaying os failing (inmeaſure) of theſe 
outward Inge, coih notEmake Gods Promiles to be no Promiſes, he: 
abideth faich@Þ1l , and.all. bs Promiſes;iare Yea and Amen -»» - Chriſt. - 
You imdeed b: -ſometimes:in the: time of need, and-in the | day of 
[trouble, pray unto Gabe he-would give you daily bread, and that 


aints ſhould do 10) «fg from Tigce conclude that your dependance 
18" upon Goa, and. podiblyt Qu maybe: atelling others that you defire; 
{4 Oh !. how-good a thing it is, 16 truſt in God, and rely upon him 
| \coMirions, &c. - When-alas1 (and for the Lords take coni- 
-defit) you all that while nay bef# from truſting in God indeed ; 
and even ſuch twho- draw nigh to God with your mouths , when your 
hearts may be talgfrom God , even depending Upon ,, and-/truſting, 
in things viſible, inftead-of a, heatty believiitfiGed whom you Pray 
unto, *L tha ſerious and conſtant waiting; 0Pon; 31680 for T@ IECCIVE 
that which you have askedWFf him. _ Ba dh. - 
Contrariwiſe , as the. Fait of the Faichful, I 
and inall conditions comfortable ; ſo the Unbelzef nve 
. ver, renders-him miſerable, and-1n all conditzons SH fo 2: I 
ing a moſt bitter root from waence ſprings, many',- yea Ke, oF. rear 
multirude of corrupt branches , tne fruit whereof hat C0 aly of 
corrupted the earth ; for the purging of ach there is Be EY 
hopes, till ſuch time the bitter root (to Wit, Undglick ) be alt Ne 
up out of the hearts of the-Sons; and Day ohrers} Re R bge!t. ; vi $ 
mining in the hearts of the Children of * Pract - We + 
Promiſed Land : for althoug} their Gns wer? many, Þ 


= 


Ihe Saints bt Weapon. * 


> es oftte , Heb.3. 19. *tis ſaid, Th ntred not 
Ftheir unbelief, 23 if that were the root or arfocof all, 
'of 'the reſt: And again, thoſe that did enter i in, inx&g n 
AVerc broken off, becauſe of unbelief,, jag 1. 20, In WR 
ACCS Chriſt aid not do mARy mighty works, becauſe of th kt 
fark 6.5, Mat.13. 58. He that believeth not #: condemned 
Jon; > nal he PIG not in the onely begotten Son of God; 

d n : FS ks | *, 

For wh (conffder” I pray you) is-the cauſe of mens ſo diſhonou- 
xing God by tranſgreffion->? Hath not Iſrael hearg.£ duth not Iſrael « © 
know ? 1 Yes verily, they have both heard and known , :&nr/the Word + __ 
greathed doth mat profit them, not being mixed with Rich in them that - 

-hear'it, Heb:4. 2, They well know that they ſhould improve thei 3 
time to the beſt advantage , ſometimes in the Cloſet in ſerious and } 
Aober Meditations , ſometimes in Tolemin Prayer and Supplications 
to Tod, and ſometimes in Praying with Faſting'; but alas! Un- 
- beber riſech up., and too much keeps: amgder-the Light of Truth, in 
their Souls, filling them with diſtruſtful thotihts ;' even, -how then. 
they ſhall live and maintain their Families , "Wherewith to eat , 4a 
wherewith toput on, 1f thus they ſhonld ſpend their time : "An$= 
' 'ſoit comes to paſs , that men too too much are found dwelling , as 
it were ſatisfied ,. in their own cealed houſes , while the Houſe of 
God.wants perfeRing, -and-ttwch of its otiginal Ornaments. . 

'Tis well knoyyn, that Saints ſhould be rich in Good Fchs, Wwilkeng 
to communicate, and ready to diſtribute : But Oh! How doth Un- 
belief choak. the inward movings hereunto, poſſeſſing Souls wich 
many fears, touching what may happen i in the time to come, though 
at preſent they enjoy ' all-fulneſs? and: ſo'the bowgls of cenvpaſſie lon are > 
00 much ſhut up... > Fe - 

*Tis.yell known, that Righteouſneſs and Juſt-dealin 
ded oh the Lord ; but ſaith he unbe lieving Steward',' [2 
- to beg Rom aſhamed, and what then ſhall 1 cat, or what (hall j 

be Dine d charge my Pace, ) Wherefore Unbelicf driveghim un- a 
hteouſly to XN with his Lord, even fifty, for that wh ich as 
(mkRighteouſneſs) Wa hundred meaſures, : Lakg 16. SEES "7. 
Ws ' But I forbear in{tancingin Particulars, concluding thatsas kving br. = 
"Jeinb) is a God- Kona 9, and Creatur: 2-comfortivg (Mite and condi- *% 
. tion ; ſo not to live by Faith, but by fight, 1s a God- JugPounng, 
and Creature-diſcomforting Rate and condy jon. 

k . Budhxing ſpoke ſomething touching thitgeat uſe of- Faith, Wi 

. NV OC; 1995 th2reunto. 4 \ Witich probably [Le for advantaze to 


ſome + s 7 


' (28 TE. y* 


® 
« - 


'3 + 3: —__ 


W494 © =, a A , 
|.» 2... 8% Faitl nit Pro _ 
God: cralting anda Creature-comfo2tWKate and condigion, 
But why do I ſpeak theſe thrhgs ?*. N@E becauſe I think that,any# 
will fay in words, thag,zos berter to live by Gohethan by Fat 

d es 


But alas | What 1s it for MFgto acknowledge w hat is bot an 
{111 abide in what 1s wortt ? "Bo I would pray you to gohWls 
ther or no'it be not Þme viſible thing in prefent, beingtkatiave 
vour hopes of daily bread, rather than the ſure old; ; 

Is it:noc boch your words,and in your inwMd thay fs, 
0 live comfortably , and to bring the year well Mr, in that you 
Save either Lands in poſſeſſion as your own , ora'vood Farm, or 


28604 Trading ; or good Friends , or the like 2 If not ſo, I would 


- 


PTE F nov what me Ins then the uſual complaints, diſcontents, great fears 


and vexations of ſpirit, When at any tune theſe outward things fail, 
or bezin to fail > If your hopes did arite from the onely pure foun- 
rain, to vgge > Gous gracious Promites ; Why then ſhould you be 
to difquieted ? Git us decaying or failing (1m meaſure) ot theſe 


Gut ard things, cok notmike Gods Pronues io be no P;omiſes, ne 
/ adideth fa. hgwl ) 24d all þts da an are Wea and Amen - Chriſt - 
You indeed May.1is Netimes in theume of need, and In the. da Ly of 


trouble, pr wy unto Cod thac he-wo. Ud g1Ve you Gaily bread, and chat 
$ would de liver you Sar of trouble (1t being generally | known that 
Saints thouli 0010) ag from hegee conclude chat your dependance 
A NE 15” 4 RO; {1-43 0,1 and P iiblyyo U may, ve a te1i1: 1W others that You Jokes 
a On! how. g 004 a NING IT 18, TO truſt in God, and rely upon 1111 
___ Conditions, &c. Wi nen al: iS | (and for the Lords iake conhi- 
Fit) you all that wale may ve fir 0M truſting 11 Lol indeed :; 
and even tuch who. dr.w migh to God with your monins, when your 
hocnts 149 be tagjrom God, even depending upon J and truſting 


LY 
£ 


| ; >< 
in ihivos viſible inſtead of a heatt y delievine tit God WROM You PIAY 


a4}, 


Li 
UNtO, with a ſe1tgus and conſtant Waiting non hut. {Or TO ICCCINE 


4 
thatcwihich you : have askea ON BIN. 


"TT 
Contrarivi' w_ Tho file 2 ah GL Tie Fatthful, pk 


uM hapPy , 


of OE 2 : 
1041n all CONMEHONS COMFORTa: fe ; ſorn2 Un! JC110} VER * nbelie- 
Ver,Ic naers Fr M1 7 OI Na .4.all Co Nations CO. NEOrt) | bs 10 be- 
119 2 Mok! 11:ter IGOc T.F »*T \ PETE PELSES {F113 3S, 121 an Y 3. Vos” ER '4 Ons 1T 


Us, 


multicude of corrupt branes, the frurt wherzor hath 7 Wphuily 
corrupted the exitn ; Purging Of Wah there i bitBige 


$254 Z 
bh n 2 . : x: 
hopes, tl Tuch tn: 28 Ditter rout (to wt Lniel; ef7)-ÞC puny ; 


-\ 


© 1 EEE: > + 
np ont of the Nearis 0, tae $018 and Dougnters %: men ; which T 
$ 1-8 8 Chit : 
DUNN MANCNCHTS 0 the WNNATEN Or Iſrael, keen. on Rk the3 
WO 1 Y ns Wax &@ Md 
i” #4 3 129 LAN L FOOL alt })19 18! {1-{ 11S :\V STS [1i1Y *XCMEp "HyeLs c , 
> fg co ? 
bY , "* "A a 
| {65 © PW ET 
pry 


Hb As | + 48 "oh PL | | n S * © * 
—: - 


__ " WW | ———_ 
| ">... THe Sant beſt IV-capon. Y 
bs Wh. by the Apoſthke 5 Heb.» 2 IO, *r16 ſaid, They... entred Ho SE; 
ae their unbelief; a8 if that were the root or caufe-of all, ON 
of A. 


the reſt : And again, thoſe that did enter in, in "afrex; 
| Vere broken off , becauſe of unbelief, Rom.:11. 20, In ſ{&nad 
certain preg Chriſt did not do many mighty works , becauſe of their A 
anbeclief,,Mark 6.5, Mat.13.58. He that believerh not is condemned: 
already, "becauſe he belicveth wot in the onely begotten Son of God ,* 
Join 3. 18. | 
For waat (confider 1 pray you) 15 the cauſe of mens { 7 it 
ring God Dy. t tran; 9} OR > Hath wot Iſrael heard auth not Ifract 
know? Tes w: 7ily, they have both heard and known , bat the Word 
preached, Lb 72a! prop them, ot being mixed with Faith + in them that 
hear tt, H9.4.2+ They well know that they ſhould improve their 
time 0 thy belt advantage , ſometimes in the Cloſet in ſerious and 
ſe: 2 M01:100s, fometiunes in ſolemn Prayer and Supplications 
hon , Ry | OMCLUNCS 1N Praying \v 1th Faſting ; but alas! Un- 
bi 121 1252:h up, and too much keeps.uader the Light of Truth 1n 
chic Souts, filing them with diſtruſtful thotiohts , even, how then..- 
uey thall ve. an 1d maintain their Families, Wherew:th to eat , adi." 


k 

% 

' 
48 
- on , 
4: 
me 
*, 4 þ. 

he 
; "| 
rt : 


. p] -- ® 
herewiih Fopitt on, 1if. Tus they ſhould ſpend their time : And@qt: | 
[0 1t Comes to pats , tat men too too much are found dwelling , as 
it Were rarisfie, in their own cealed houſes, wiule the Houſe ot 


C : * 


Cod wants perfecting, .and much of its orioinal Ornaments. .. 
Fis well knoiyn, That Sainrs ſhould be 71ch in Good Woxs, will 

to commriuuicate, and ready !o drſtribritce > Pur Oh! How doth Un. 

DRE Ca the mvard movings herevnio, poflefhng Souls wi.l 


. 1 | 
many fears, touc ng what may happen in the UM. tO CONC, thougn 
at preſent t2y enzoy all fulneſs: > and ſo the bowg!s of corgraſſion ware 


709 3; 1h | WET, 4p. 


"Tis well known, tat Righteontnets and Juſt-a iealins3Y ramn- 

ded of, the Lord ; out RENT - ke unbelic ving Stevard , T3 not dT, 

t0 beg Fam aſh, wed, £34 what {193 Us 1149 1 cat, or wh; ſh all pt 042 e 
bging difche; TELE 4 of my plac2! \Whorefore Unbelief d :veghim un- 
- RN Hy. FO to need With fits od, even fifty, for that which Was 
qr in Right uinets) vi huncr- TTY L: he EE | 
F But ] fOrDe; Ir Nee CNS m Particul 115, ONE {Lang nat IS living by 


Faith,is a God-honounng, a" {ct ns 2-COMLOTELNS {kate and condi- 


tion: fo nat to hive by Faiill, bur by fohr, 1s a God-dit honounng, b. 
an.) < Crexnre-diſcomforting i irate and COnaKION. 
| Bi Þ: 19 SPORR SOMRCEIYZ tOuctu ng | thEgreat: uſe of Faith, WI 
% | | KIN OC FORE hereunto ). V1: 4 erobably [ IK Dt! be LOT advantage IG : 
4 6 Bs Ef LO : - of 


, 
? 


. 
»” - . 
: 
"4 4 * «. 
» "" 
* 


20 Faith in Gods Promiſes, 


ſome : yet very poſſibly for diſadvantge to other ſome, for want of 
2 wiſe underſtanding every thing 1n its place : Therefore in the 
next place, I do hereby warn , and ftrictly charge all ſuch, who are 
carnally minded, who have ſo embraced this preſent world, as that 
the growing in the knojvledge of Jeſus, is little minded by them, or 
regarded : and yet are apt to lean upon the Lord, and ſeem to be 
very confident, and (with 1ſrae!) ready toſay , 1s not the Lord a- 
mongſt ws? being as it were offended with thoſe that ſhall queſtion 
their condition , they think it ſo good , and therefore are ready. to 
conclude (as ſome of old have done) that no evil ſhall come unto 
them ; when alas ! they are poor and miſerable ; And all ſuch I ex- 
clude as being none of them (while ſich) -whom I hereby perſwade 
to lean and ſtay upon God by Faith : Therefore,O ye {luggards and 
carnal-minded men, think not to ſay within your ſelves, becauſe you 
profels, and have practiſed ſome of the Ordinances of Chriſt , and 
{ull do own them, that therefore you have ground to believe that 
Gads Promiſes reaches you , for this did /ſrael do , and the Church 
.of Laodecea, who nevertheleſs were miſerable, and their leaning 
upon the Lord rendred of no effe& , becauſe of their unworthy 
walking in other things. ES 
Neither think to fay within your ſelves, becauſe you do (as well 
as others) acknowledge that it is not enough to come into the Pro- 
teffion of Ordinances, and Church-fellowſhip, with a heavenly and 
ſpiritual walking therein to the glory of God, that therefore you 
have ground to believe the Promiſes of God reaches you ; for alas! 
though you in words deny ſuch a condition , yet your converſation 
plainly declares to others (and to your ſelves alſo, if you would 
{erioully heed it)that you own it: 'tis not mens ſaying,that there muſt 
be, nor their much talking of, a heavenly and ſpiritual walking in the 
Profeſſion , that proves them to be ſuch , even , heavenly=-minded 
men, or ſpicitual walkers ; to talk of Life, Light, Spirit and 
Power of Gollin2ſs, is now become a meer F92m among mer, ma- 
ny getting the words , but have not the thing it ſelf ; and ſuch are 
moſt apt to declare againſt others,even to ſlight and diſdain /ittle ones 
that believe in Chriſt, calling them carnal, literal and low profeſſors; 
Yea, ſome of this ſort in the Apoſtles dayes, were grown up to ſuch 
height of ſpiritual pride and arrogancy,as that they thought: Paul and 
the reſt of the Miniſters of Chriſt, did wa#k, after the fleſh, 2 Cor. 
IO, 2, and ſo they looked upon their bodily preſence weak, and thei 
ſpeech contemptible, ver. 10, | 
Neither think to ſay within your felves, becauſe you walk honeftly 
amonglt 
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among men, ſo as to abſtain from groſs.and publick evils, that there- 
fore the Promiſes of God reaches you ; for all this you may do, and 
continus.ſo, and yet go to Hell among the unpyofitable ſervants, thar 
have pany 6K by trading with the T alent committed unto them * this 
kind of common honeſty you have poſſibly for a long time manifeſted 
in your converſations ; But where are the fruits that God juſtly 
looks for to be brought forth in the Power and Light of his Grace > 
If you know theſe things, and can talk of them ; happy ſhall you 
be if warned by them. £ 

Neither think to ſay within your ſelves, becauſe you afſemble 
with the Saints at their meetings, that therefore you have ground to 
believe the Promiſes of God reaches you ; for ſo did {ſrael, | yea , 
they ſeemed 70 take delight in approaching before God, to tread hes 
Conrts,1\.58.Whoſe practiſes nevertheleſs was not regarded by God; 
neither may yours, being (poſlibly) to prevent the reproof of men, 
more than Gods ; or at beſt to remove trouble of Conſcience; which 
ſometimes poſlibly you have undergone for neglect of meetings, bur 
now frequenting them , you thereby ſpeak peace to your Souls, 
though for years you experience no-advantage, or Soul-profit reaped 
thereby (which 1s the trueend of meeting) a true Teftimony (O 
ye) that your ſatisfaRion 1s notin the right thing. 

Neither think to ſay within your ſelves, becauſe you confeſs your 
fins and iniquities before the Lord , that therefore the Promiſes of 
God reaches you ; for you may in words confeſs fin , having at that 
time little or no ſence, either what fin you have committed, or when 
committed: and ſo your words of confettion may proceed rather from 
a notion that ſuch a thing is ſpoken of 1n the Scriptures , and that 
others do ſo, than from a ſpirit wounded with the ſtroke of fin, and 
broken in the deep lence of fin, from whence the words ſhould flo ; 
and ſo having made confeſſion of fin , preſently imagine that all 1s 
well, ſpeaking peace to your ſelves, barely becauſe you have ſpoken 
words as Saints did formerly,and now do : but alas ! are far from ha- 
ving any real ground toſay (with the Prophet) Bleſs the Lord, O my 
Soul, for the Lord hath forgiven thee all thme iniquities, Pſal,103.2,3. 
Neither think to ſay within your ſelves, becauſe you pray ſome- 

times, both publick and private:, that therefore you have ground to 
believe the Promiſes of God reaches you ; tor many and long 
Prayers were found among the Children of /ſrael, who neverthelets 
were 4 /inful Nation , lalen with imquity, Ifa.x. 15,4. And ſo may 
you be noywithſtanding your many Prayers, and that not onely upon 


the account of your unworthineſs in other things, but alſo upon the 
. : aC- 
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account of imperfection ' (or rather corruptions) that may be in theſe 
your prayers (ſuppoſed by you the belt of your performances) for in- 
ead of ſpeaking words of Prayer, proceeding from a ſerious fence of 
the want Gf Grace , which floves from a great defire to honour God, 
becauſe of its love to God ; I ſay, inſtead of this kind of ſenſible 
praying to God, which is alwayes attended with (as its conſtant com- 
panion) a ſerious and conſtant waiting to receive from God, what is 
prayed-for ; alas! there maybe by you words uttered proceeding 
from a meer notion, Which may be exerciſed (as upon narroiv ſearch 
may be ſeen) to find out wozds and erp2eſſions; and to utter them in 
ſuch a way & manner, as may to the eyes and ears of men render you 
fervent and zealouſly affected after the things prayed for , rather than 
from any real and internal ſence begotten in you of Cod, leading you 
up nearer to God ; your words (may be) importing more longings 
afrer Grace, than really 1s in you, and greater defires, and larger 

' affe&ions after the Wiſdom and Power of God, than (indeed and in 
truth) is in you ; your words (may be) importing alſo more dete> 
Ration of fin and tranſgreflion, than may be true from your hearts ; 
and if {o, What ſhall I fayof this? Is it an acceptable tervicein 
the ſight of God? Nay, itis 1n truth , a ſpeaking lyes before the 
Throne of Grace ; a dead work timely to be repented of. 

Moreover, when you for ſome time neglect Prayer, probably are 

: ſomewhat troubled ; but then coming to a more frequent practice 
thereof, you thereupon put the trouble from you,and ſeem to bo ſat1s- 
fied, though for a long ttme you experience no anſwer to yourPrayers; 
which -proves that your ſatisfaction 1s not in that which is bread in- | 
deed: Yea,doth it not prove,that either yet you have not attained un- 
to the New Birth ; or if you have,that itis noweven linguithing,and 
almolt ſenceleſs? for that(if in health)will not be ſatisfied with asking 
for the bread which is from above, unleſs it allo receive it : no more 
than the birth which is after the fleſh, will be ſatisfied with asking for 
outward bread, unleſs it be alſo received, and enjoyed within. 

Moreover, when you joyn with others Praying in publick, it may 

e a ſmall occafion, as a perſons coming in, or going out, or the like 
trifles , preſently cauſes tne ear to liſten , and the eyes to gaze up 
and down ; which if ſo, account not that an acceptable approach- 
ing to God : What, no more reverence in ſpeaking to the Almigh- 
ty? No more ſence of your conditions, and of the necefſity of re- 
ceiving from God, to keep your minds more cloſe to God? In the 

true fear of Cod conſider theſe things. 7 

Neither think to ſay within your ſelves, becauſe you ſometimes 
praile 
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praiſe God , and give. thanks unto his Name ; that therefore you 
have ground to believe the Promiſes of God reaches you ; for this 
may you do (as _"_ did) and yet far from that kind of praifin; 
God, which God accepts of, and \vhich glorifies his Name : whic| 

proceeds from a true knowledge and ſence of mercies received, and 
{0 hearty defires thereupon to ſet forth his praiſe»: you being (it may 
be) onely led forth to ſpeak words of praiſe (poſſibly the very ſame, 
which the ſenſible man do:h) from a naked apprehenſion that ſuch a 
thing is ſpoken of 1n the Scriptures , and that others do ſo; and 
therefore you cannot quiet Conſcience , unleſs you do ſo too : and 
it may be herein alſo utter expreſſions importing a greater and larger 
receiving from God , than indeed and in truth you have received ; 
which to do, is hypocrifie and iniquity. Z 
. Neither think to ſay within your ſelves, becauſe you ſometimes read 
the Holy Scriptures, that therefore(with what is above ſaid) you have 
oround to believe the Promiſes reaches you ; for ſo did the finful 
Yann do,yea, & thought that they had in the Scriptures Eternal Life; 
who nevertheleſs were fuch to whom Chriſt ſaid, How can ye believe, 
that recerve honour one of another ? John 5. 39,44. And may I not 
ſay to you touching this your practice, as touching the relt of your 
performances ? That is to ſay, -when you read not, then are you 
diſquieted ; but when you ſometimes read; then the trouble 1s re- 
moved and you at quiet, though little or no experience of profit rea- 
ped thereby, which is the proper end thereof : ſhould you not (even 
as your principal care) when you read Commandements , have an 
eye open Within to ſee whether you have obeyed them, and kept 
cloſe to them , yea, ornay? And when you read Promiſes, to 
conſider whether you have or (ill do believe them wi.h all the heart, 
yea, or nay? Moſt ſurely this becometh 1uch as wait for the real 
tubſtance of thines. | | 
Neither think to ay within your ſelves, Becavſe when you at any 
time ſin againſt God , you can remember that there was ſomething 
within you that teſtified againſt the in , and oppoſed it ; and ſo 
Judge your ſelves in Pazls condition , Who did that which he wo::ld 
ot ; that therefore you have ground to believe the Promues of 
God rerches you, as well as they did Paul; foralas ! how great 
may be your miſtake herein, the ground of your confidence, of be- 
ing in Pawls-condition , it niay be no more than what the Drunkard 
may have to ſay, that he is in Pazls condition, who purpoting to 29 
tg a merry meeting,is warned by his Friend not to go,who neverih2- 


lefs with full purpoſe of heart goes, and is drunk with the drunken; 
E yet 
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yet may he ſay, and truly too, that he was. warned not togo, and that 
his friend oppoſed it; which (may be) is all! you can ſay, even that the 
Word of God in your hearts, teſtified againſt the fin which you were 
tempted unto; who nevertheleſs with full purpoſe of heart committed 
the fin, without the drawings back, and contradictions of any regene- ' 
rate part in you, butenely the knowledge you have that ſuch and ſuch 
things are fin andevil, 'contradictedit ; whicheven the wicked and 
abominable in ſome meaſure have :. Which if ſo, you are not able to- 
fay with Paxl, from ſure experience, that your inward man Þelighten 
in the Law of God, Row, 7. 22, And that you were Carried capiive to 
the evil, by tke Haw in the members, ver. 23. And that you were over- 
t:ken withſin, Gal. 6, 1, And not that you overtook fin; though poſſi- 
bly you may have theſe words in your mouths ; but alas, if they are not 
true as to your condition , you do but deceive your ſelves thereby, 

thinking your ſelves to be what you are not. . 
| Neither think to ſay within your ſelves, Becauſe you do nothing but 
that you are able to ſhew ſome ſeeming ground and reaſon for your ſo 
doing: that therefore you have ground to believ2 Gods Promiſes rea- 
ches you; for that you may be able to do (as could Sawl and the people 
with him for their ſparing the beſt of the Sheep and Oxen) and yet 
nevertheleſs //ve hr the fleſh ; the: which whoſoever doth , ſhall die 
eternally. My meaning in many caſes of this nature, more clearly 
you {hall underſtand by this one inſtance ; - namely, A certain carnal 
man,beholding a very new and curious faſhion in matter of Apparel, 
preſently falls in love with it, enters into Bed , and commits Adul-- 
tery therewith; but having received ſome Light from the Word, that 
Saints ſhould not faſhion themſelves according to their former luſts, 
and alſo living (pothbly) among a people that are ready to reprove. 
iuch faſhions : Hereupon is led forth by the hand of the old corrupt 
man, to ſearch for ſome reaſonable account that may be given, both 
to himſelf (a little troubled through the Word bearing teſtimony.. 
againſt it) and alſo unto others; and while ſearching with this corrupt 
mind (Satan being not wanting) he findes that in: ſome rS${pect this 
new faſhion may be profitable (wherearhe is glad) and ſo haſtily caſts 
out all former queſtions, and ſo procures it'(thougtt1t coſt ima great 
deal more, than at any time he is willing to beſtory on the poor) and 
then with a loud voice , and much carnal diſfutings', he ftands to 
plead for it, for (faith hz) *cis thus and thus profitable, which poſlibly 
may be true in ſome ſmall ſenſe : But alas he conſiders: not how the 
luſt firſt tonceived ix him , by his aſſent with love and delight there- 
Unto. : On: no:,that though there. be ſom2 ſmall profit there- 
in, 
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in, that "was not that which leadhim to get it ; for *twas the love. 
and heart-delight which he had to it, as being a faſhion pleaſing the 
eye of fleſh , and whereby he might ſeern to others to be thus and 
thus ; that firſt moved him thereunto, The worldly man will ſay 
that he muſt ſpend much time, and take a great deal of care, to oet 
this Worlds goods, that he may have ſomewhat conſiderably to VE 
to the poor ; but he lies in his heart before God and men. s, 

Neither think to ſay within your ſelves, Becauſe you ſometimes di- 
tribute ſomething to the poor Saints, that therefore Gods Promiſes 
reaches you; for alas, ſometimes that may be onely a matter of con- 
ſraint, and not willingly, and ſo not rewardable : I mean by con- 
ftraint, ſo as that you may rather than you will publickly oppoſe 
ſuch and ſuch works of Charity , whereby you may think that people 
will ſpeak hardly of you, and you thereby come to have an ill name ; 
rather than this, you may be conftrained to give ſomething, though 
little or no heart to it otherwiſe : and ſometimes upon the account, 
that conſcience with ſuch a loud voyce calls for works of Charity,you 
may be perſwaded to part with ſomething to quiet conſcience, having 
all that while but little real and hearty love and compaſſion on the 
poor Saints; as appears ( among ſome : ) Firſt by their being quiet- 
ed, and altogether ſatisfied, in that they have diſtributed ſomething ; 
never conſidering whether they have done whatis their duties to do, 
whether the poor Saints have food and raiment ſufficient, yea,or nay. . 
Secondly, As appears by their much more difigent eye over ſuch as 
are poor, than over others ; whereby to find tome kind of flaiy or 
other in their walkings, that ſo they may quiet conſcience thereby, 
while they adminiſter not to them ; this ſavours of much carnality 
where ever it is, for ſhould you not be merciful, even as your Heaven- 
ty Father is merciful ? 

Neither think to ſay wichin your ſelves (ſome of you,) Becauſe you 
are more kind, milde, and more meek than o:hers, that therefore 
the Promiſes of Gol reaches you : For although theſe things be good 
qualifications, yet may be no certain teſtimony to you of your {tri- 
ving, and labouring in the grace of God, whereby theſe qualifications 
in you may be truly ſaid to be the fruits of the Spirit; though they be- 
ing found in others may be ſo, yet (I ſay) not in you, becauſe it 15 
but the ſame which was alwayes in you naturally ; and you in the 
mean while may be far from it,and a great ſtranger unto any expert- 
ences of Conqueſt, and victory (through Divine help) over thoſe 
other Paſſions that have reigned in you, to the great diſhonour of 


God. Oh that you would remember Chriſts words, as thus, Every 
E-4 * Branch 
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| Branch in me that beareth not fruit , God taketh away, 

Neither think to ſay within your ſelves (ſome of 17, arg you 
are able to preach, and to diſpute for Truth, that therefore, you have 
ground to believe the Promiſes of God reaches you ; for all this may 
you do, (4: ſome of the Jews that were become Teachers of others , but 
were not taught themſelves) and yet at laſt may be inexcuſable , (as 
they were) while the life of Godlineſs preach2d to others , is not li- 
ved up to by your ſelves : For alas, what availeth it men to Preach 
unto others*that they muſt be new Creatures, if in the mean while 
ey themſelves have not put off the old Man with his Deeds? And 
with what comfort or boldneſs cag men Preach to others , that they 
ſhould Repent, Believe, and be Baptized for the Remiſſion of (ins , aud ſo 
ſhall receive the gift of the holy Spirit, if in the mean while they know 
not their own fins reniitted, nor the gift of the holy Spirit received? 
Or with what comfort can any Preach the Goſpel of the Kingdom of 
Chriſt to others, if they in the mean while know not themſelves out 
_ of thz Kingdom of Darkneſs, and ſo have themſelves (by faith) inte- 
rett in the Kingdom of Chriſt > What,men talk, talk of life and eter- 
nal glory, and in the mean while, do the works that leads unavoid- 
ably.to eternal death ? Oh horrible blindneſs ! Oh what a lamentable 
condition is this ! How great is the diſproportion berwixt it, and the 
condition of the Gafpel-Preachers in dayes of old , who perſwaded- + 
o: hers to have fellowihip with them (ſaying) Truly our fellowſhip ts, 
wich the Father, and wich his Son Jeſus Chyiſt - x Johz x. 3. And 
ſo were luch as were able to tell others what the Lord had done fer their 
ſouls, how God had comforted them in all their tribulations, and ſo were 
made able to comfort them which were in any trouble , by the comfort 
wherewiuh themſelves were comforted of God, 2 Cox. 1. 4. 

Theſe things write I unto you, not becauſe I ſlight you, (under what 
name or Title ſoever you are , on Whom theſe nap may take hold) 
neither for your deſtruction do I thus ſpeak; but rather deſire you, and 
(with the holy Spirit ſpeaking tothe Churches) do I hereby exhort you 
(O Laodiceans) timely to repert,and be zealows,thit fo Gods Promiſes 
may r2ach you, as well as any other; (for the Lord is not willing that 
any of you thould periſh) and that ſo his people may with all freeneſs, 
hve fellowſhip with you. 


The 
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The great Errour and niiftake of the Quakers, concerning the 
true Chriſt 5 and how he ts ſaidto bein his People: And con- 
cerning the Rule of Man-kind. 


Oreover, Since *tis not the Talker, nor ready Diſputer nor 
the Bufie Preacher of this World; but the fingle-hearted 


dozr of what is Preached, Diſputed, or Talked of, that ſhall 

enter into the Kingdom : It remains a work very great,for 
every Profeſling Soul to abide very circumſpec and watchful, together 
with a conſtant truſting in, and dependance upon the Lord, (who waits 
to be gracious) that thereby they may be more and more wrought up 
unio 4 well-pleaſing the Lord in all things, But leſt any ſoul ſhould 
be deceived by the ſubtilty of the evil One, of whoſe deviſes (through 
grace) 1 am net altogether 1gnorant : 1 hereby alſo preſent before you 
the experiences of ſome men, as thus : 

Certain men being ſomewhat troubled about their preſent condit- 
ons, and thereupon following after a more excellent eſtate, (though 
poly not with that care and watchfulneſs, as was meet ſhould be) 

ave on a ſudden been greatly carryed forth with inward Power and 
Zeal, and wonderful quicknings after ſome matters of holinels, ſo as 
ſcarce able to bear with the leaſt appearance of Pride, Covetouſneſs 
(or the like) in others,without reproof ; yea, ſcarce content without 
a leaving their Callings in order to the reproving others ; whoat length 
(while in this ſtate) have been ſecretly informed , That-the powerful 
workings within them, was Chriſt come in them the ſecond time toſal- 
vation; he being a Spirit, and notman, and ſono other coming to.be 
looked for but within; and that-the Scriptures was not the Rule ; and 
tnat the Ordinances of Chriſt were ceaſed , being impdſed onely till 
the time of Reformation, which time was come ; and ſuch like. 

But being ſomewhat fearful of deluhons , did thereupon give up 
themſelvesdiligently to pray unto the Lord , who at length graciouſly 
delivered them from the ſtrong deluſion : I ſay, the ſtrong deluſion ; 
for is it not ſo indeed, wh2n anevil ipiritſhall carry forth perſons zea- 
louſly, toſome things that is Juſt, Holy, and Good, (though he no 10- 
ver of Holineſs orany Goodneſs ; bur that bzing reallyan Angel of 
Darkneſs, he may ſeemingly appear to be ar Angel of Light, 2 Cor. 
L1- 14.) thereby to gain theiraffecions?> That then having got the-- 
affections, he maythe better drop into their underſtandings , Princt- 
ples of Exrour in matters of Faith, with likelineſs of —P_ : 
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Whereupon Fonr Brethren) as I have here briefly propoſed to you 
the ready and plain Way in order to the Lite of godlineſs, withour 
which, all profeſſion thereof is little ; together therewith I hereby 
alſo counſel you (in the words of John) net ro believe every [pirit, 
for there are many falſe ſpirits gone out intothe world ; the one and 
rrue Spirit of God, being plainly to be known by his guiding and mo- 
ving the Saints,not onely tobe Juſt, Holy and Zealous in point of con- 
verſation ; | but alſo to be ſtedfaſt in the Principles of Faith, yea,and 
as 3ealoully to contend for the ſame, as for any other things : as was 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt, in whom the true Spirit of Light was, as ap- 
pears by their Writings, for that a great part of it conſiſts of matter 
tending to the inſtruction and regulation of the Saints, concerning 
their Faith, as inreading is obſervable : Wherefore, for the remo- 
ving. all doubts and ſcruples which (through the ſubtilty of the de- 
ceived Qzaker ) potlibly may ariſe, or already is riſen inthe hearts 
of any well-minded people , There next offer a little of that much, 
which might be (aid, touching Principles of Faith, the errour where- 
of 1s abundantly dangerous. | . 

Fuſt, Whereas *tts owned by the Quakers, (and as to me hath 
plainly been declared) that the Eternal Spirit of Light and Power - 
which dwelt in the Man whom the Jews Crucified, is the Chriſt, the 
Saviour of the world ; and not the Man that was Crucified , that was 
ſzen with viſible or carnaleyes ; according to which you may obſerve 
the words of Wolrich (the Quaker) in his Book, entituled, A De- 
ctaration to the Baptiſts, pag.13. ſaying, That Chriſt was never [een 
with any carnal eye, no} his voice heard with any carnal ear. And in 
the Book, entituled, Saxls Erraud to Damaſcms, pag.14. (the words 
of George Fox the elder, I ſuppoſe) *tis ſaid, That the fleſh of Chriſtis 

a figure, And Foſeph Fuce (wn his Book ehtituled, T he fall of a great 
viſible Idol, pag.14.) faith (by way of reproof tous) theſe words , 
The Baptiſts/ſaith he)make fleſh their Arm, and therefore look with- 
out-to knoyy Chriſt after the fleſh ; although the Apoſtle ſaid , They 
were to know him ſo no more : (mark) 1h16 ſaith the Lord, Curſed be - 
theman that truſteth in man, aud maketh fl [h his Arm, Jerem.17.5. 
(asif they were a curſed people that truſt in the man Chriſt, ) Where- 

as. (Ifay) this is aſſerted by them, I here offer ſeveral grounds from _ 
the Holy Scriptures, whereby to prove, that the Eternal Spirit which - 

dielt inthe Man, whom the Jews Crucified ; which Spirit the Apo- . 
{les afterwards received in them , is not the Chriſt , the Saviour of 
the world ; but the viſible man, to whom the Spirit was given, Jobr - 
3. 34. Theoffering it ſelf, (nofigure, but the ſubſtance of figures)! ; _\ 
isthe Chriſt of God. Furſt,  } 


Firſt, Becauſe that the Eternal Spirit never died, whennothing is 
more plain than that Jeſus Chriſt died, as appears by a Cloud of 
Witneſfles. | | | 

Secondly , Becauſe the Apoſtles (with one conſent) declare that 
the Jews Crucified (that 1s faſtned toa croſs) the Lord Feſws , the 
Lord of Glory , Act.2. 36. 1Cor.2, 8, and killed the Prince of Life, 
AR.3.15. Whom theycrucified not, nor killed, if the Eternal Spi- 
rit that dwelt in the viſible man, be thz Chiiſt: and ſo the Qzakers 
by this their opinion do as muchas in th2mlyes , declare the Holy 
Apoſtles to bear falſe witneſs to the world concerning Chriſt : bar ler 
thens be true, and every one-of theſe men lyars, in the judgements of 

the Wiſe : But to evade this, ſometim2s they will ſay (whereby to 
deceive) .that the Jews did crucifie Chriſt, *that was , they oppoſed 
and reſiſted the Spirit of Light within them, which they call Chrift : 
and withal will ſay (whereby todeceive) that the Jews did Crvcifie 
a man without ; I ſay to decerve, becauſe that in their confethion of 
this, (which ſeems ſometimes to the Hearers .to be ſuſhcient) they 
intend not the Truth, namely, that that viſible man whom ihe Jews 
crucified without, was the Chriſt ; as. appears by their own words 
above ſigned. | 

Thirdly, Becauſe that not onely the Apoſtles, butalſo Chriſt him 
ſelf by. his Inſtitution of tnoſe two Ordinances, Baptiſm, and the 
Lords Supper, hath plainly declared Gods Way, gractouſly pxovided 
for mans Redemption and Juſtification contrariwiſe, even,: by:a byo« 
ken, blood-ſhedving, dead, burtedand riſen Chziſft, as ſaith the proper 
figmification of theſe Ordinances : neither of which 1s either proper 
or true in-relation to the Eternal Spirit, who was. (all may know) 
neither dead nor buried, an&ſonot riſen.ggain , nor broken, nor at 
any time jthed blood ; all which theſe Ordinances teſtifie concerning 
the true Chriſt: and ſo the Quakers by this their opinion are found 
alfo ſuch, who in effe& do ſay, that theſe Ordinances of the Lord 
(which once they ſay were in being) were lying D2vinances, bearing 
falſe witneſs to the Saints, touching the Lord Jeſus ; bur to all ſuch 
as fear the Lord, Let them be true, and every one of theſe lyars, © _ 

Fourthly, Becauſe not onely the Apoftles., Chriſt the Son, but 
alſo God the Father himielf, moſt plainly declared from of old by his: 
Commandment, for the killing and laying thoſe many Saciinces, 
and jprinkling the blood thereof, that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be lain, 
and his blood ſhed, as the glorious ſubſtance thereof : all which part of” 
the Fathers Law, was, and is of no effe& ; Cod thereby.bearingfalte 
witneſs to-the world; if the Eternal Spurt, which dweltin Rog 
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Man ; and which the Apoſtles afterwards received in them, be the 
Chriſt, which Spirit never was ſlain, nor never had blood to ſhed : 
but let Gao be true, 414 all theſe men lars. 

Fifchly, Becauſe he molt plainly is {aid to.be the Chriſt, Ordained 
of God to be Fudge of quick anddead, to whom all the Prophe:s gave 
witneſs, he (I ſay) with whom the Apoſtles did eat and tink and” that 
after his Reſurrection from ch? dead, A&. 10. 38,41,42,43. which 
muſt nzeds reſpect the viſible Man. 

Sixthly, B2cauſe the true Chriſt blamed his Diſciples when thzy 
ſuppoſed him to be a Spirit, ſaying to them, Handle me, and ſee, 
for a ſpirit hath not fleſh and bones, ag ye ſee me have , Luke 24. 3; 7; 

$. 39. : | 

: Seventhly, Becauſe the true Chrift was ſeen with viſible and carnal 
(thatis flethly) eyes ; for 'tis written, the eyes of all them that were 
in the Synagogue were faſtned on him, (to wit, Chriſt) and ſure I am 
that the Quaker cannot imagine (from any ſhow in the Scriptures) 
that theſe had any other eyes, as inviſible and ſpiritual eyes, be- 
cauſe *cis ſaid alſo, tha: all they in the Synagogue were filled with 
wrath, a»d thruſt him ont of the City, Luke 4. 20,28,29. 

Eightly, Becauſe he is declared in the Holy Scriptures, to be Je- 
ſus Chriſt, who was Circumciſed ; which were allo a falſe account , 
if the @xakzrs opinion were true, namely, That thz Etzrnal Spiritin 
the Man, and not the Man, was the Chriſt. | 
- Nintbly , Becauſe th: Eternal Spirit which dwelt in the Man 
Chrift, which afcerwards the Apoſtles received in them, is called 
another Comfozter , and thac by Chriſt himſelf, which would not 
come unto the Apoſtles , unleſs he (the true Chriſt) went awap, 
John 14. 16,17. 16.7. , 

Tenthly, B2cauſe 'tis ſaid, Teſms.Chriſt life up his eyes to Heaven, 
and Pyaped to God hu Father, John 17, Both the action and the 
manner thereof ſhewing, that the viſible Man is the Chriſt : And 
beſides, if the Qzaker thall ſuppoſe that *rwas the Eternal Spirit in 
th2 viſible Man Chriſt that prayed, and that the ſame Eternal Spuir 
is one eflence or being with God the Father, and Chriſt his Son, 
without diſtinctions ;* I then would demand of th2m two things ; 
firſt, Who it was that the Spirit P2aped unto And lecondly, For 
what he prayed, or what he ſtoo1 in need of ? 

Elevently, The Eternal Spirit which was given to, and received 
by the viſible man , cannot be the Chriſt, that is in Englith Anoin- 
ted, becauſe he is ſaid by the Apoſtle tobe the Anoin:ing with which 
the Saviour was anointed : as 'tis written, how God anointed Feſms, 


(that #} 


, . . 


(that is,the Saviour) of Nazareth wich the Holy Spirit, A&.10.38, 
If the Eternal Spirit, as Spirit, was anointed, I would know with 
what, and wherefore ? —: = 

Twelfthly,Becauſe the true Chriſt,even Siovs King,1is ſaid to come 
ſitting and riding upon an Als, m2 2»4d /owly ;. who alſo in lowlineſs 
waſhed the Diſciples feet: - all which proves that the viſible man is 
the true Chrilt, Zecha.g. 9, Mat.21.5. John IL 3. I4, | 

Obje&t. Henceforth know we vo man after the fleſh, yea, though we 
have kyown ( hriſt after the fleſh,yet now henceforth know we him(ſ0)no 
more. 
| Anſw. What Par! intends by theſe words I verily believe, bur 

that Chriſt 1s departed from and without that outward body of fleſh, 
which once was viſible on Earth, and ſo not to be known after the 
fleſh ; that is , notnow having that body of fleſh, this indeed 1 
believe nor. | | 

* Firſt, Becauſe that then, and upon the very ſame ground, we are. 
to know henceforth none amongſt men to be the Children of God , 
but ſuch onely as are departed from , and without their outward bo- 
dies of fleſh; and where thoſe men are , or what kind of men they 
are, 1 verily know not : I thus ſpeak, becauſe in like manner as the 
Apoſtle ſaith, Hencefrth we know Chriſt uo more after the fleſh , {0 
alſo he ſaith , even, in the ſame words, that henceforth know we no 
man after the fleſh; if true in one,then in both : but that it is untrue 
in one, you have hereby a weight of reaſon forbidding; that the other 
is alſo untrue , conſider the Scriptures forbidding it : As, 

Secondly , Becauſe thoſe that were of the number of Gods Elect 
in Ages paſt, Waited for the Son of God from Heaven , who was xalz 
ſed from the dead, x Theſ. x, 4,10. Now ſure T am, that *cwas the 
viſible body of fleth which was dead, and fo raited from the dead,that 
- Which was raifed from the dead, the Sain:s of God waited for ; 
and therefore they ceaſed not to know Chriſt as having the body of 
fleſh, which once he had, though both thy and we bzheve that 'tis 
olonfied. 

Thirdly, Becauſe the ſame Apoſtle that ſpeaks theſe words , 1s fo 
far from ſuch an opinion of undervaluing th2 fleſhly body of Chritt, 
As that he tells the Church , they were reconciled to God inthe bhoby of 
his fleſh through death, Col.r. 21,22. And ſurely-, neither Par! 
nor the Church was at any time to ceaſe knowing or honouring , that 
through which they vere reconciled to God, Hs fleſh is meat maeed, 
and his blood drink indeed ; and although in one ſence it profited 
nothing ; yet ſugh is it in another —_ as that whoſoever eaterh and 
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drinketh the ſame (that ts, believeth in the Lord, Johns. 35.) hall 
never hunger northeſt ; And therefore for the conſtant remembrance 
thereof, we have that Ordinance of Breaking Bread, which ſurely. 
was never inſtituted to hold forth an unpzoficable thing, | 

But true it is, That neither Chriſt nor men, are to be known after 
the fleſh; and how once men were known after the fleſh, is plain 
from the ſame Apoſtles words, as thus, We are the Circumciſion which 
worſhip God in Spirit, and have no confidence in the fleſh, wherein if 
any wight truſt, I mare (faith Paul:) Now what he means by this, is 
manifeſt, to wit , being Circnmciſed , of the Stock of Iſrael, of the 
Tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews, &c. Phil.3. 3, 4, 5. 
But he well knowing that the Miniſtration of the Law (under which 
perſons were thus known after the fleſh) then done away , and a 
more glorious Miniſtration in being , which tfoibids men to plead, 
we have Abraham to our Father, we are his Children after the fleſh, 
of thz-Stock of /ſrael, of this or that Tribe ; and therefore let us 
be Baptized and known among you (according as you may read the 
Phariſees did , Mar.z. 7,8,9.) Parl, I fay, well knowing this, 
declared that he had no confidence in the fleſh, as in reference to 
himſelf ; neither henceforth would he knovv any o:hr man after the 
fleſh, as once during the time of the Law men were known and ac- 
counted, even , the Children of Promiſe (in reſpe& of temporal 
enjoyments) being ſuch as deſcended from that flzthly, birth-privi- 
ledged Seed of Abrahaw : Therefore (taith be) 1f 4ny man be 
Chriſt, he 5 a New Creature, the Seed of Abraham, according to the 
Faith of Abraham, c1ther Jews or Gen'zles : Tn like manner as there 
was.a time when Chriſt was eſteemed and known, upon the account, 
or b2cauſe of his being born of the Tribe of Judah, and of the 
birth-priviledged Seed of Abraham ; yet now hencefor h (ſai.h the 
Apoltle) know we him (fo) no more ; that 1s, as to eſteem hint 
upon that account, or for that reaton merttorioully the Saviour of the 
world, but rather rpon the account of his coming down from Hea-- 
yen, his being the Son of God reconciling the world rnio himſelf, 
in the body of his fleſh through dea:h. 

Ob'e&t. The firſt man Adam wt made a living Scel,the laſt Adam 
Was made a quithzing Spn it, 

Anſw, Tere itis, that the, Apoſtle this ſpeaketh ; but conſider - 
how he 1s, or can be called th2 Laff Avam, or the ſecond Man ( as 
afcerwards he is called) if. Chrilt be ſo a quickning Spirit , conſide- | 
red a3 he was before the world was : for if the Spirit (as Spirit) be - 
the laſt, or ſecond Adary, then it follows that the firſt man. Adam, who- 
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was of the earth, earthy, was firſt, and befoze he Erernal quickning 
Spirit ; which were very abſurd to think : and therefore Chriſt of 
neceſſity mult be underſtood to be the laſt Adam, upon the account 
of his being become viſible man, a condition that he was not alwayes 
in, but ſince the creation and fall of the firſt man Adam, and ſo is 
truly and very propertly the laſt o2 ſecond man, made a 9rrckring Spi= 
7;t : yet not ſo a ſpirit in the Apoſtles ſence , but that he 1s alſo 
ſpiritual (ver. 46.) and allo the man, by whom came the Reſurre- 
(tion from the dead (ver.21,) and alſo the Chriſt that died, was bu- 
ried, and roſe again(ver.3,4.)and therefore not ſo a quickning Spirit, 
as in the Quakers ſence : for the Spirit confidered as from Eternity 
was not man, and {ſo was never dead, and ſo not buried, and ſo not 
raiſed again : all which Paw! teſtifies in that very Chapter concer-. 
ning him, whom he calls aquickning Spirit, (in reference to his 
now being a ſpiritual glozified man) which contidered, ir remains, 
that all the Houſe of Iſrael kzow aſſuredly that God hath made that ſame 
Feſus, whom the Jews Crucified, both Lo9d and Chiift, 

Moreover, as the Qzaker holds, That the Spirit which was in the 
viſible man (and not the min) was the Chriſt : So alſo he holds, 
and.indeed it leads him to hold , that the ſecond coming of Chriſt 
is in men, and not otherwiſe ;. and therefore Humphrey Smith in his - 
Book, entituled, A :rue and everlaſting Rule, paz. 19,20, com- 
pares ſuch, who look after the body of Chriſt, to thoſe young men 
that ſought in vain the body of El;ah , and plainly ſaith, thar ſuch 
(whom he calls wandring ſtars) ſhall never find the bodp they look ſo 
much after : he alſo ſpeaking of Chriſt, pag. 30. ſaith, That he 1s 
come, Whom we long waited for, and we do not leo fos any other; 
who now (ſaith he) appears the ſecond time without fin, to the ſa- 
ving that which was lolt ; and to (faith hz) we confeſs Chnit come 
in the fleth, and do notlook fo2 another, . pag. 32. | 

Now as their perſwaſions concerning Chrilt being a Spirit, and not 
man, leads them to expect the coming of Chriſt in them : ſo con- 
trariwiſe our Faith and full periwaſions, that Chriſt 1s a viſible olot- 
fied man, leads us to expe& his ſecond coming as a diſtinct appea- 
rance from , and not in, his People ; whereupon I forbear to urge 
thoſe many Scripture-vrounds which with all plainneſs ane loud- 
neſs of voice reproves theſe mens ſwellizg words of vanity, and {hall 
onely ipeak ſomerhing rouching thoſe Scriptures, which ſpeaks of 
Chriſts bawg in his People, whereat ſome,for want of undeiſtanding, 
may poihbly ſtumble. 8 

True itis, That the Apoſtle tells _ Church of the pe” ; 

2, (137 


44 The great Errour , and 


that Criſt was in them , the hope of Glory, Col. 1.27, Yet not ſe 
in them , but that he could alſo ſay, and that at the ſame time, to 
the ſame Church, that when Chri# who # our Life ſhall appear , then 
Je ſhall appear with him in Glory, even, in the poſſzrſion of that Glory 
which then they had hopes of, ver. 3,4. The Apoflle alſo declares 
( kriſt to be inthe Corinthians, except they were Reprobates : Yet 
not ſo in them, but that rhey were al/o waiting fo2 the coming «ef 
C Eriſt, 1 Cor.1.7. Yea, at that time when they were ſanttified m 
C briſt, ver. 2. and in every thing exriched by him , coming behind 
inno gift, ver. 5,7. Paw! allo teſtifies conce1ning himſelf , That 
C Erift lived in hm; yet not ſo, but that he looked alſo fot the ap- 
pearing of Chriſt, Tit.2. 13, Yea, and at that time when /e had 
fimſhed bes conrſe, and the time of hs deparincre at hand, he ipeaks to 
Tewmothy.of a Crown of Righteouſneſs , #hich the Rightears Judge 
(ſaith he) ſhallg:ve me arrhar day, cven, at his appearing, 2 Tim, 
4. 1,6,7,8, The Apoſtle John ſaith, Chriſt is come ; that 1s, the 
firſt time ; which Joh» might well ſay, for he had ſeen him with his 
ezes, aud handled him with his hazads, x John 1. x. But Chriſt 
afterwards aſcended, from whom Fokn received great things , yea , 
much of the ſpecial preſence of Gods Spirit mightily working with 
him ; yet did he not ſay, that Chriſt was come th2 (econd time, 
for himſelf (after thoſe many Viftions and Revelations wg read of 
was diſcovered to him) readily prayed, even ſo, come Lo2d Jeſus , 
Rev.22, 20, Stephen a manfull of the Spirit, yer /ookeng up imo 
Heaven, teſtified that he ſaw (in Heaven) Jeſms Chriſt [tanding at 
the rignt band of God ; and the truth of this, . he ſealed with his 
blood, eAF.z. 55,56, 58. 

Moreover, as Paul bears witneſs of Chriſts dwelling in the Saints; 
ſo alſo he declares, that the Saints wete in him , ever, 4s .2t 75 meet 
(faith he) fur me to think this of you all , becanſe I have you in my 
heart, Phil.r. 7. And elſewhere ſaith, that yoz are tnour hearts, 
zo dye and lwvewith you, 2 Cor.7. 3, Now 'tis out of queſtion, that 
the ſeveral perſons of the Churches were not in the Apoſtles heart , 
but onely they were deep in his affe&ions, and much in the Thoughts 
and Meditations of his heart, even, ſo as to dye and live with them 
(he believing them to be the beloved of God) So the Saints, having 
Chriſt deep in their- affections , much and often in their Thoughts 
and Meditations , (beheving him tobe their moſt precious Redee- 
mer, Who ts gone into Heaven ts prepare 4a place for [ em, John 14.2.) 
So, Iſay, Chriſt dwelleth in his P2ople , or # the hearts of his Peo» 
ple by Faith: And this kind of Language is both proper and common 
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to this day, for perſons that are deep in each others affeRions, in their 
perſonal abſence one from another, to 7 that ſuch are in their hearts, or 
| that ſuch are ofcen-in their mindes; &'c © ent ; 

Moreover, as fs ſaid, that Chrift is in his Saints, ſo hkewiſe tis ſaid, 
and that more frequently in the Scriptures, T hat the Saints are in Chyift, 
and in God; as thus, Paul an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, unto the Sams, 
and faithfall Brethren fn Chyilt that are ar Coloſſe, ch.1. v.2. Untothe 
Church of the T heſſalonians, which 1s in Go, the Father , and in the 
Lozd Jeſus Chiiff,ch.x,x. x9 all the Saints tn Chuſt Jeſus which 
are at Philippi, Ch.i.1, Unto the Saints and fairhfull in Chiilt, wh:c/ 
are at Epheſis, ch.tz., 1. Now, that the Saints are fn Chyilt, after the 
manner that. theſe men plead for Chriſts being in the Sain-s,. judge ye 
that fear the Lord and ferve him wich uprightneſs of heart; remembring 
that he is the true Chriſt, who was dead, but is alive for eyermore, a 
Mediator berwixt God and Men, the man Chiift Jeſus. 

Moreover, hear what the Lord Chriſt faith, as a moſt clcar reſolve to 
this cale,as thus, John 17, 21,2 3. T hou Father art fn me,and I wn thee, 
that they alſo may be one in us.1 in them, ad Thox in me,that rhey may 
be made perfett in one;compared with theſe his words, Fohn x5.to,1fye 
keep my Commandements, ye ſhall abide in mp love, as 1 have kept my 
Fathers Commandements, and abide int his love. Moſt clearly ſhewing, 
that Chriſts being in the Father,is meant, in the Fathers love,as himſclt 
witneſſech : and to the Fathers being in the Son, is meant, in the Sons 
love : fo hkewiſe our being in the Eather, and-in che Son, is meant, in 
their love : So, even ſo Chrifts dwelling in the Saints, is meant , his 
dwellicg in their love, in their affections { as hath been faid.) Now, 
whereas the Son was in the Fathers love, there was given unto the Son, 
from the Father, the Holy Spitit, ( without meaſure ) working in him, 
wheteby he did the works that mo man ever did, to the glory of the 
Father : So in like manner the Saints beino mn Chriſt , in his love and 
affe&ions ; there is alſo given to the Saints, (through Chrift ) rhe Holy 
Spirir ( in meaſure) working tn them, whereby the deeds of the body are 
to. be mortified, Rom.$.13. and the fruits of Righteouſneſs brought 
forth to the Glory and Praiſe of God, by Jeſus Chriſt. | 

Obj. From thele words of Chriſt, Fohx 14. 16, 17, T1 will pray the 
Father, and he ſhall giveyoun another Comfozter, eve» the Spirit of 
Truth, whom the world cannot recerve, becauſe it ſeeth him not, neither 
knoweth him : bat ye. know him, for he dwelleth with you, and ſhall be 
772 yort. Prom thele words ( Ifay ) *ris conceived, ar.d declared by the' 
Quabers,that Chriſt that was then with the Diſciples, ſhouidafterwards 
be in them, &c. 

ob Anſw, 
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. Fnſw. He that bath an ear to hear, may eaſily underfland, that he, 
who is aid to be with the Diſciples, and ſhould afterwards be in them, 
was not the Chriſt, but another Comfozter, whom che Chriſt would 
pray to the Father for, even, the Spirit of Truth, whom the world could 
mot recerve, becauſe they faw- him not, nor knew him to be the Spirit of 

Truth, from God, ( though through him was done ſuch- works 
as no man ever did, ) yea, they were ready to ſay , that he hada 
Devil ( in him ) but the Diſciples knew him to be the Spiric of Truth, 
and acknowlezed the mighty works to be done through the Spirit of 
God in him; therefore ſaith Chriſt, Te know him, for he ( the Spirit of 
truth,another Comforter,) dwelleth with 7ort ; (that i8.the Spirit, being in 
Chriſt, and ſo with the Diſciples, for he was not then given to chem, as 
he was afterwards, Joh. 7.37.) and ſhall be in you, that is, the Spiric of 
Truth, another Comfozter ; which, when Chriſt was exalted, having 
received of the Father the Promiſe of the Holy Spirit, he made good to 
his Diſciples, by ſending his Holy Spiritin them, which before was 
With them, being in Chriſt that was with them. 

Theſe men ſay, Chriſt is come in them the ſecond time, and they 
look not fo2 any o:her ; agd withall have good words and fair ſpeeches, 
crying, Grace,orace, Light, light.” But ler ail aſſuredly know, that they 
' themſelves are not ia the True Light, nor Grace of God thac brings 
Salvation, wherein the Saints of old walked; for they thereby were 
taught to deny ungodline(s andworldly Infts,and tolook for the gloriow 
appearing of Jeſws Chrift,Tit.2,11,12,x 3- But faith Humphrey Smith, 
Chriſt is come, 2nd we look not fo any other , another yoice from 
another Spirit. 

Moreover,the Quaker utterly denyes { as moſt men I ſuppoſe knows ) 
the Holy Scriptures to be a Rule: whe1eunto Humphry Smrth,in his Book 
intitlued, 1 rrwe and everlaſting Rxle, pa.29. in the face of men and 
Devils aſfirmeth, That there is no other Rule, TWayes, Yeans,oz Name, 
by which man ſhall ever come to wa)k with God, bur Bythat which is 
manifeſt of God in him, which ( fay they ) is ſufficient to guide in all che 
wayes of God without Scripcure, or any other outward means. 

Arſw. The time was, (and that not long fince in our Nation ) 
when it was no lefſe then ridiculous, and a matter of contempt, for men 
and women to go to the publick Place of their Worſhip, with the Bible 
under their Armes, whereby ro ſearch whether thoſe things they heard 
were ſo or no : ſuch and ſo great was the Romith cloud of darknels then 
ſpread over the faces of the multitude, they being informed by rheir blind 
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he hach-now found out another way, whereby to produce a low eſteem 
ro the Holy Scriptures, eyen by his manifold endeayours to perſwade 
people that there is a Light placed in them, which is to be their Rule, 
and is ſuſficient without the Scriptures, or any other outward means, to 
_ guide them in all the. wayes of God ; which being believed unayoidabiy 

leads people to have a low and ſlender eſteem of the Scriptures ; and by 
this means it is become again a very rare thing to ſee ( among theſe 
people called Qazkers, when chey are aſſembled together ( the Book of 
the Holy Scriptures diligently karched, whether thole things ſpoken be 
agreeable thereunto, yea ot nay : and thus the Miniſters of chete people 
are hereby put into a capacity greatly to deceive their Hearets while ig 
their preaching up their manifold Errours, they make ule of (with their 
own)tome Scripture Expreflions allo,ſeemingly favouring their Opinions, 
( bur not really ) as to inſtance ; Say they in their DoEtrine, Ordinances, 
to wir, Baptiſm in water, and the Lords Supper, are now ceaſed, for 
Chriſt hath blotted ont the hand-writing of Ordinances that was againſt 
5, aud nailed them to his Croſs, Col.2.14, which being heard by the 
People, they remember well that they have read ſuch kind of words, 
and for the tryal thereof chey ( according as they have been taught ) 
begin to look within them, to fee what Teſtimony is there ; now the 
Devil being a Spirit, and fo working within, being alſo an Enemy to 
Chriſt and his Ordinances, he, eyen he bears teſtimony within them, that 
whar they have heard is true, eyen that the Ordinances are ceaſed, oc, 
whenas thoſe that ſearch the Scriptures according to the commandment 
of Chrilt,quickly ſce,that *ris the Ordinances of the Old Teftamenramd 
not of the New,that Chriſt az/ed ro his Croſs : Now if you obſerve theſe 
mea , being firſt deceived concerning the, Rule, thereby are greatly 
disinabled ro deſcern the Evil ſpirit ſpeaking within them ; for'by what 
ſhould he be tryed, if the Scriptures be not a Rule ? and fo thete ( alas 
poor creatures} flading fuch and ſuch perſwafions within them, greatly 
fear to conraMR-or gain-lay it; it being no lefſe to them then to- 
contradict or gaire{ay the mind of the Lord Jeſus, they believing that it 
i5 Chuilt the Light that ſpeaketh within them ; yea although their inward 
perf{waſtons acver fo much contradi& the Scriptures, yer they aqhereto 
them, not daring to queſtion the Light ( as they call ic ) within chem, 
bur prefently conch:des thar they have underſtood the Scriptures, ard 
15 perverts the plain meaning thereof into ſome kind of ( 1912gined ) 
Myltery,that ſothcy may one way or other cauſe the Scriptures without 
to ſpeak agreeable co that they call Light within them: Ard that T wrong 
not theſe men hereby,conſider one thing of many that might be inftanced, 
maimely, touching Women , who in all plainceſs acc forbidden by the ' | 
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Scriptures)ta teach in the Church: bur ſince the Spirit in theſe men fayes, 
thar women may teach , they adhere thereunto, and perverts the plain 
Scripture into a Myſtery, and fo declares, chat the woman which is 
forbidden to teach{ x Tim,2.12,13.) is the wiſdom: of the fleſh either in 
man or woman,and not the Female kind,as you may read in Farnworths 
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Book, inticuled, 4 Womar forbidden to fpeak in the Church, pace 2. 


But that there is no ſuch Light.in eyery man, as aforeſaid , appears 
in thar Chrift gave commandment to his Apofiles , to go into all rhe 
world, and teach all Nations, to obſerve all things whatſoever he had 
commanded them, Marke 16,15, Mat.28,19,20, And Paw witneſſeth, 
that he had declared all rhe Connſel of God, AQs,20.27, Whereupon *tis 
required, that men izcline therr ear, and hear, that their Souls may 
live, Ilai.g5.3+ and ſuch as turn away their eares from the truthare re» 
proved,2 Tim 4.4. All which were empty and uſeleſs things, both Chrſts 
Command, Thar all things whatſoever ſhould be taught the Nations, 
the Apoſtles obedience to thar Command in- Preaching all chings, and 
allo the Nations lending cheir ears ro hear what 1s preached co them ; if 
it were true that there were ſuch a Light in every man of the Nations, 
as were ſuſticient to guide in all the wayes of God, and were placed in 
the Nations for that very purpoſe, and that no other Rule; or Means 
could lead ro God, ( which Hamphery Smith affirm:th ) *Tis indeed 
ſaid by the Prophet, that Chrilt ſhould be given 4 Light to the Gentiles, 
from whence theſe men plead, That Chriſt is a Light in every one of 
the Gentiles, without any other outward means : But Pax/ and Barnabas 
( well underftanding the Scriptures ) pleaded another thing from thence, 
dire&ly contrary, namely thus, Lo, we turn to the Gentiles, for (5 hath 
the Lerd commanded us, ſaying, 1 have ſet thee to be a Light of the 
Gentiles, &c. Atts 13,46,47- becauſe *ewas ſaid, Chriſt was ſet to be 
a Light of the Gentiles , therefore they would go and preach to the 
Gentiles : And what were they to preach to them ? not that one thing 
of rucaing to ( a Light ) their Teacher within, but ALL THINGS 
WH ATSOEVER, , Mat.28. 19,20. all the Connſel of God, Ar. 20, 
27, I then ( with the Apoſtle ) conclude thus, How ſhall they belteve in 
him, of whom they have not heard ? and how ſhall they hear without a 
Preacher? and how ſhall they preach except they be ſent ? How 
beautifull therefore are the feet of them that preach the Goſpel ! $9 they, 
Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God, Rom.10. 

Among many things contradiRting this Opinion, That every mans 
Rule is within him, and that there is no other Rule, Means, or Wayes 
that leads to God : this is none of the leaſt, namely, Becauſe when there 
was asfair occaſions given , (as well can be conceiyed) for the Doctrine 
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of turning to 2 Light within,to be preached ; as fair occaſions 1 ſay, as 
well can be conceived, chrough the many enquiries of nien _ eyen what 
they ſhonld do ; that then *rwas - not preached , neither by God, Chriſt 
Angel, nor men ;as to infance, Cs, 

1n the dayes of the Prophet Zechariah, Sherezer and Regem-melech 
were ſent by the Children of Iſracl to enquire of the Prieſts and Propets 
which were in the Houſe of God, whether they ſhould weep in the fifth 
Month, ſeparating themſelves as they had done many years befere 7 © 

Turn to che Light within ( faith the Quaker, ) 

But God ſpeaks by che Prophet, ſaying, Shonld you not hear the 
 Wozps which the Lord hath cried by the former Pyophets, when 
Jeruſalem was inhabited, and in proſperity, Lech, 7. 2,3,7. 

Alſo ohz the Baptiſt, who is declared to be a burning and a ſhining 
Light, ſeat ewo of his Diſciples unto Jeſus, ſaying by them, Arr thou ke 
that ſhould come, or do we lock. for anather ? 

Turn co the Light withio ( faith the Qzater, ) 

But ( faith che man Chriſt ) Go, and tell John what things you have 
heard and ſeen, how that the blinde ſee, the lame walk, the Lepers 
are clenſed, &c. ſuch outward means was returned by Chrilt , the true 
Light, for Joh»s fa:isfaCtion, Leke p.19,20,21,22, 

n the Dayes of Fob» came the people unto him, ſaying, har ſhall 
we do? alſo the Publicans, ſyymg, Maſter, what ſhall we do? alſo the 
Sonuldiers demanded of him. ſayi»g, What ſhall we do ? 

Turn to the Light within ( faith che. Q:akey, ) 

Bur faith John ( havirg another Spurit ) He that hath two coats let 
bins impart to him that hath none, exait no more then that which 1s 
appointed you, do violence to no man, neither accuſe falſly,but be content 
with your wages, Luke 3, 10,11,12,13,14- 

\ Alfoa certain Young man came to Chriſt, ſayiog, What good thing 
fhall I do, that I may have eternal hfe ? 

Turn to the Light within ( faith the Qzaker.) 

But faith Chriſt, Keep the Commandements, and (ell that which thay 
baſt, and give to the poor, &c. Matth.19,16,17,21. 

Again the Jews demanded of Chriſt, ſaying, IWnat (ball we do,that we 
»ight work the works of God ? | 

Turn to the Light wichin ( faith the Quaker. ) 

Buc faith Chriſt, Thz #« the work of God,thar ye believe on tim whom 
he bath ſent, that was Chriſt himſelf chat talked with them,and was not 
in them, that afterwards dyed for the fins of the World, John 6.28,29. 


Lord, wh at wilt thou have me to do, faith Sapnl ? 4 
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Res. x 4 


8 5 "The great Errour, and-- © 
Turn-co Fe Light within ( faith the Quaker, )  - 
Bur faith the Lord Chriti, ( and this ater his Aſcenſion ) Ariſe , and 
go into Damaſcus, and there it ſhall be told thee of all things which are 


% 
»* 


appointed for thee to do, and that not by a Light within him ; for whea | 


he was come to Damaſcus, Ananias (a certain Diſciple ) told him many 
things, as you may read, and ſaid, hy tarrjeit thou > eAriſe and be 
baptized ,and waſh-away thy ſins,calling upon the name of the Lord, AQ, 
22. TO,I1,12,13,14,15,16. 

Moreover, when Peter had preached many things to the People at 
Teruſalem, *cis ſaid, when they heard this, they were pricked 3n their 
hearts, aud ſaid unto Peter, and to the reſt of the Apoſtles, What ſhall 
we do? and ( faith the Jalour ) What muſt I do to be ſaved ? 

Tura to the Light within ( ſaich the Qzakzr. ) 

Bur ſaith Peter, Pax, and Silas, (being led wich the Spirit of Light 
indeed ) Repent, Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and be baptized 
every one of you in his Name for the Remiſſion of Sins ; and ye ſhall 
recetve the gift of the Holy Spirit, A&t.2.37,38. AQ, 16. 30,31. | 

Ia like manner when the Angel of God appeared in a viſion unto 
Cornelius, he ſaid;What t5 it Lord ? 

Tura to the Light within ( ſaith the Quaker, ) 

But faich che Angel of Light, Send men to Joppa, and call for one 
Simon, who is ſurnamed Peter, he ſhall tell thee what thou oughteſt to 
do; and when Peter was come, he preached unto him Chrilt, whom 
the Jews flew, and hanged on a tree, with whom chey had eat and 
drank, &c. and at length faid, Can any man forbid water, that theſe 

ſhould not be baptized, and he commanded them to be baptized, &c, 
eAt.10.4,5,6,38,39,41,47.48- 

Obje&t. John ſaith , That the anointing which ye have received , 
abideth in you, aud ye need net that any man teach you, &c. | 

Azſw. Conſider , The Churches un:o whom the Apoſtles wro:e 
their Epiſtles , were gifted with the Holy Spirit, the anoir.ing, as 
themſelves acknowledge in their Writings ; | yet neverthele(s, they 
ſaw need for them to write : but- it appears that this: Church, or 
Churches, to whom Joha ſpeaks theſe words, were ſo enriched with 
ſpuicual gifts, ſo many gifced Brethren among themſelves, in whom 
the anointing ſo mightily wrought , as that /ohz do.has it were ſay, 
that thefe thiras have written mdeed unto you concerning them 

that ſeduce you , but T look upon you ſo furniſhed with the gifis of 
Wiſgom and ſpiritual Underſtanding, as that there was no abſoJute 
neceflity for any man, exher I obs, Peter, or Panl in remoce places, 
| tO 
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- * Miſtake of the Quakers, 


the anointing abode indezd in them, /ohz ſaith, but that every par- 
ticular perſon had the anointing Co in them, as that not any of them 
needed to be taught, ſohz ſaith not:the anointng Spirit abode in them 
(in the Body, the Church) 1o as that there was (it ſeems) ſeveral 
able (chrough the anointing) to teach and inftruct the reſt , which 
is the Will and Mind of the Lord, even for ſpiritual mzn ſo todo, 
Cel:3.16, x The(.5, ix. | 

_ Obje&. 'Tis ſaid , That ye ſhall not reach every man his Brother , 
ſaying, Ruow the Lord , for all ſhall know me from the leaſt to th: grea- 
zeſt, Heb. 8. | | 

_ Asſw, *Tis tobe obſerved, that thoſe whom the Lord ſayes , ſhall 
wot teach every man hu Neighbour , are {uch onely as have their fins 
forgiven them,(by Faich in Chrift)and not all men in the world what- 
ſoever (which 1s the fence of theſe men)I ſay,onely ſuch, becauſe in 
that very place *tis ſaid as from the Lord, even,that all ſhall know me 
from the leaſt to the greateſt ; for 41 will be merciful to their warigh- 
teouſneſs, and their ſins and iniquities will I remember no more , Heb. 
8.12, And this pardon I am ſure (and I think none oppoſes) 
reaches not every particular man in the world : Therefore all thoſe 
that have ſo repented of their fins, believed and obeyed the Lord 
Jeſus, as to know this gracious pardon reaching them , they indeed 
need not teach one another, ſaying , know the Lord , (as the Children 
of the old Cevenant had need to do, they being Children thereof by 
generation.) Theſe, I ſay,that are Children of the new Covenant by 
regeneration, have no need (0 to teach one ano-her, ſayiug , know 
the Lord , as if they knew not the Lord to be their Lord and Sa- 
viour ; for *tis moſt certain, that he 1s the Lord and Saviour of all 


. ſuch whoſe ſins and iniquities-he remembreth no more ; but though 


theſe have no need to ſay to 6ng another, know the Lord , upon the 
account aforeſaid ; yeteven theſe have need to be builded up in the 
knowledge of the Lord , and that by outward means ; for 7:mothy 
knew the Lord as his Saviour, and ſo needed not to be taught to 
know the Lord, in that ſence ; yet Paul ſends Scripture unto him , 
That he migh: know how to behave himſelf in the C hurch of God , 
1 Tim.3. 14,15, And Peter ſaith to them that knew the Lord , 
2 Pet,1, 3 Grow in Grace, and un the knowledge of the Lora, Chap. 
2.18, Therefore you that ſerve the Lord in fimplicity of heart, 
and fear to offend him, receive the Word of Exhortation, even, 
That you fland ſaft , and hold the Traditions which yon have been 
taught , whether by Wo2d 02 our Epilile ; (hzed it well, 2 Thel, n 
CG. 2 LF, 
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1S that! there 1s the P | 
the Peace of God which paſſeth widerſt anding, OE oF 2 eng 

Above alt things take the ſhield of Faith , whereby ye ſhall be able ts. Þ © 
quench all the fiery darts of Satan,and to open the Winvows (in your; | | + 
ſervice to God) asafoze-:tme, Dan.s, xo. For ſhould ſuch a man;, |. : 
as I flee> Jwill not goin, ſaith Nevemiah, Chap.s, r0,11,13. 


MATTHEW CAFFYN. 


THE END. 


